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Revolutionary Barrio 
Organizing Confronts Cops, 
Electoral Politics, Racism 

By Ernesto Aguilar La Raza Unida Party banner to the direct action- 

For the last 30 years an intense oriented Brown Berets, which took their inspira- 
counterinsurgency war has been waged against ,ion from lhe Black Pamhers and Youn ? Lordv 
the Chicano/Latino community in the US. From ^ Brown Bere,s ,raced ,heir ori 8 ins 10a 



press Latino H 
youth, commu- L 
nity organizersT 
and activists. But 

today. Chicano/Latino youth are foigoing their An ? eles ? rou P founded in 1967 called lhe Your 
-in the system for a new type of ri,iT "“ fnr r i 


Political 
Treachery & 
Mob Rule 

By Lorenzo Kom’boa Ervin 

Well, we have now had this scam of an 
election, and yet we still don’t know the 
name of the white ruling class representative 
for President. The story goes on after the 
closest election in US history, and as always, 
the Black vote seems to have put a Demo¬ 
cratic Party representative over the top. or 
at least kept him in the game. But what are 
we getting from Gore from all this? Nothing 
but promises, and many times not even that, 
just a smile and a wink. He smiles because 
he knows he’s got us, and he winks to show 
he’s in with the "in crowd." The fix is al¬ 
ways M 

And that "compassionate conservative", 
George W. Bush, who sought to fool Black 
people into voting for him did not get nary a 
significant vote from the Black community. 
— fooled at all by the 


people forced by need to work for little wage in 
deplorable conditions. Reporters hype a Latin 
explosion’ every six years or so. as people round 
up Mexicano youth right outside their windows; 
but it’s on the streets where a real ’Latin explo¬ 
sion’ is building. 

Earlier promises of social equality through in¬ 
tegration have proven mockeries to many Latino 
youth. Today, they face police harassment, pho¬ 
tographing and detainment for "looking like gang 
members." More laws attempt to strip them of 
their culture, public use of Spanish, and free ex¬ 
pression. But the attacks have led to resistance 
in the form of street organizing and knowing and 
asserting your rights by any means necessary. 

History of Struggle 

Books like Rodolfo Acufia’s Occupied America 
correctly point out the history of struggle waged 
by particularly Mexicanos in the United States. 
While the media chooses to treat La Raza 
(roughly translated. Mexicano and Latino people) 
as a submissive minority, our roots are indig¬ 
enous. Many who trace their origins through 
Mexico and Central America are descended from 
tribes colonized by European conquerors, en¬ 
slaved and slaughtered in the quest for land. 

In the last 30 years, organizing has grown more 
militant. In 1969. the Crusade For Justice, led by 
Rodolfo “Corky" Gonzalez, organized the his¬ 
toric "National Chicano Youth Liberation Con¬ 
ference." This historic conference produced one 
of the liberation movement's key documents. El 
Plan dc AztISn. and articulated a revolutionary 


Stop the Assault on 
the U’wa in Colombia 


The Wwa people continue with our strong po¬ 
sition against exploitation of our resources in 
our ancestral and sacred territory. “ 


The National Chicano Moratorium was de¬ 
clared by Raza in East Los Angeles in 1970 in 
response to the disproportionate numbers of 
Latino and Black soldiers sent to die in 
especially given that Chicanos constituted the 
highest number of casualties in the war propor¬ 
tionate to their number in the population. The 
barrio activists who organized the Moratorium 
were those radicalized by the turbulent era. The 
resulting police riot at the demonstration resulted 
in the assassination of prominent Mexicano jour¬ 
nalist Ruben Salazar, among others. 

Through the ‘70s. Chicano/Latino organizing 
ran the gamut of perspectives — from Ramsey 
Muhiz tunning for governor of Texas under the 



schemed to ex U’wa blockade of rc 

tract petroleum from under the feet of the U'wa $180,000 per day. ll 
tribe. With help from the Colombian government has been unable to mi 
and their brutal military, they've bribed, threat- the oil operations at 
ened and tricked the people of this mountain main pipeline is i 
community to get access to their ancestral land. 

To the U'wa. this is only the latest assault by | i JJjOO barrels per day to 
the Riowa (outsiders) in 500 years of colonial NoraretheColombianmilitaryandNational For 
encroachment. Since the conquiszaanw. sealers_ continued on page 5 
































WHAT IS ONWARD? 


ONWARD is an Anarchist newspaper intend 
f ng to facilitate both a report of Anarchist ac 
Sons worldwide, and foster analysis of cur 
rent events from an Anarchist perspective, 
all in the process of building an intelligent, well 
informed and powerful revolutionary move¬ 
ment that can challenge the present state ap¬ 
paratus. Our goal is to show the relation of 
the different liberation struggles (animal, earth 
and human) and the unification of often sepa- 
Different Anarchist view¬ 
points (Syndicalist, Feminist Green etc.) are 
mutually exclusive, but rather all fit to¬ 
gether in the larger revolutionary framework. 
Rea) liberation is freedom in every sphere of 
' dissolve all forms of hierarchy 
coersion, oppression, 
replace them with 
liberatory and cooperative structures guar- 
.reshaping the fo¬ 


reign over society. Our short-term goat Is 
fication which will result in the long-term goal 
action of social revolution, 
o that end, ONWARD is a forum for Anar- 
t news locally and globally, and contains 
Anarchist and radical history, theory and opin¬ 
ion In order to not only critique the social and 
political relationships that exist today, but also 
to present a viable and logical future based 
on voluntary cooperation, direct and partici¬ 
patory democracy, mutual aid, solidarity, and 
' ' m; in short, Anarchy. 


SUBMISSIONS: 


ONWARD relies on submissions from people 
hout the world. They can be on a wide 
variety of topics: from news to opinion to 
In an effort to further the struggle, 
i include information on how » get in¬ 
volved in the issue you’re reporting on. but 
I do not exceed 2,500 words in length. 
Pictures and other graphics are needed and 
I be sent to our PO Box (listed below). 
Though we prefer articles be sent on email, 
they can also be sent on IBM format disks, or 
send hard copies to the PO Box. The collec¬ 
tive reserves the right to edit articles for length, 
it and clarity, but please include your 
address (land and email) and phone 
number in the case of large editions. 


ADVERTISEMENTS: 


lly packed as possible m 


encourage interested advertisers to get in 
contact. Our rates are as follows: 
ige (4.75-X4"): S15 
ige (3.25’x7.75"): $20 
ige (4.75"x7.75'): $30 


DISTRIBUTION: 


We want your 

ONWARD as widely as possible! 

10 copies: $7; 20 copies: $13; 30 copies: $20; 
40 copies: $25; 50 copies: $30; 60 copies: 
$35; 80 copies $45; 100 copies: $50 
For outside the US, please add $3. We sug¬ 
gest selling the paper for $1 per copy. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: 


ONWARD relies on 

Sons in order to sustain- r - 

I Subscriptions for one year are $7-10 
in the US. $10-13 elsewhere. As always, - - 
scriptions are free to prisoners. Single is 
are $2 ppd in the US and Puerto Rico ($3 ppd 
elsewhere). Send cash, checks or money or 
ders made out to ONWARD to our PO Box. 


DISCLAIMER: 

The views expressed in ONWARD are those 


cause we find them relevant, not 
they mirror our own beliefs, No arlk 
publication is intended 
mote illegal activity; the 
educational purposes, 
spellings are expressions of Individual 
contributor's political beliefs (l.e. ’womyn’ In¬ 
stead of ’women’). 


DEADLINES: issue 4 


THE ONWARD COLLECTIVE: 

Rob Augman. Neil Batelli, Dan Berger, Je-Free 
Frank, Tom Gabel. Tom Thomson. Justin Ttchy 
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From the Onward Collective, 


Anarchism is... 


In activist communities, bickering slill contin¬ 
ues on and on about the damn elections, as if 
parliamentary politics had anything to do with 
social movements! If we’reactually serious about 
a bottom-up movement and wide social transfor¬ 
mation, our focus must stay on our struggles 
for a teal participatory society, not on bureau¬ 
cratic. State systems that argue over only whose 
face will be shown for the next 4 years of State 

While politicians battle it out in the courts and 
spectators read about it in the papers, the real 


ongoing struggles (page 1.4 etc.) and places spe¬ 
cial emphasis on building: building an anti-sexist, 
pro-feminist movement; building a proactive 

passive disapproval (page 3) and on building from 
the groundwork laid by now deceased revolu¬ 
tionaries like Kuwasi Balagoon and Lucy Par¬ 
sons (page 13). 


workplaces, school systems. 

The real battle isn’t 
will take the wheel and drive us into hell and hack 
once again, hut over how the people are going to 


mocracy’ and begin to create a participatory de¬ 
mocracy. The real battles aren't over how to bel¬ 
ter balance the budget, whether the military, the 
police, or the prison should win first place in 


on the ideas of solidarity. In this issue of ON- 
ViARD we don't concentrate on politicians wres¬ 
tling for the belt, but on real politics that effect 
us and on how to build our politics up from the 
bottom and one day replace the awful monster of 
State Capitalism. 


tion of Capitalism and the State. And today, we 
catry on that tradition. But much has been skewed 
and distorted and we hope to supply the space 
needed to discuss what we really want. 

As Anarchism lives on through the 21" cen¬ 
tury we face the same power struggles we have 
always faced. In this issue, we highlight the role 
of women in revolutionary struggle (pages 10- 
11). While the oppressions of concrete institu¬ 
tions crush us all beneath their boots, we carry 
these oppressions with us playing power games 
and crushing others beneath our boots. It is of 
utmost importance that we not only challenge 
the State, but our own internalized oppressive 
thoughts and actions. Real revolutionary change 
is all encompassing, and it is vital that everyone 
regards social revolution as a constant process 
and if we all aren't constantly challenged - and 
constantly challenging ourselves - then we will 
not move forward. In addition to the centerfold 
section. Chris Crass' "Tools for White Guys 
Working on Social Change" (page 12) offer help¬ 
ful suggestions at beginning this process. 

This issue highlights recent victories (page 6). 


be a complement to other existing, important ac¬ 
tivism. but an important complement. If you 
agree and want to help, contact us. We are setting 
up distribution chapters to get the paper into as 
many hands as possible and need help! Or. you 
can help simply by subscribing and/or giving a 
financial contribution. For an Anarchist paper to 
be successful, we need the active support of the 
Anarchist movement. 

Our next issue. Spring 2001 will feature a spe¬ 
cial section on Queer Anarchism. If you would 
like to contribute to this issue, send in your ar¬ 
ticles by March I"... and we mean it! We wel¬ 
come ideas, suggestions, articles or anything else 
you would like to offer. Elections, politicians 
and presidents come and go. but the basic power 
structure stays the same. Our challenge is to make 
real, lasting revolutionary change in every aspect 
of society, no matter which puppet claims to be 
running the show. It's time to build. 

In Solidarity and Straggle. 

Rob Augman and Dan Berger 

The Onward Collective 



the name given to a principle or 
theory of life and conduct under 
which society is conceived without 
government - harmony in such a 
society being obtained, not by sub¬ 
mission to law, or by obedience to 
any authority, but by free agree¬ 
ments concluded between the vari¬ 
ous groups, territorial and profes¬ 
sional, freely constituted for the sake 
of production and consumption, as 


nite 

of a civilized being. In a society de¬ 
veloped on these lines, the voluntary 
associations which already now be¬ 
gin to cover all the fields of human 
activity would take a still greater 
extension so as to substitute them¬ 
selves for the State in all its func¬ 
tions. They would represent an in¬ 
terwoven network, composed of an 
infinite variety of groups and federa¬ 
tions of all sizes and degrees, local, 
regional, national and international - 
temporary or more or less perma¬ 
nent - for all possible purposes; pro¬ 
duction, consumption and exchange, 
communications, sanitary arrange¬ 
ments, education, mutual protection, 
defense of the territory, and so on; 
and, on the other side, for the st 
faction of an ever-increasing ni 
berof scientific, artistic, literary and 
sociable needs. Moreover, such a 
society would represent nothing im¬ 
mutable. On the contrary - as is seen 
in organic life at large - harmony 
would (it is contended) result from 
an ever-changing adjustment and re¬ 
adjustment of equilibrium between 
the multitudes of forces and influ¬ 
ences, and this adjustment would be 
the easier to obtain as none of the 
forces would enjoy a special protec¬ 
tion from the State.” 

-Peter Kropotkin 


- Send all correspondence to the Onward Collective at: - 


onward PO BOX 2671 GAINESVILLE, FL 32602-2671 USA 

theonwardcollective@hotmail.com 





















WTO, World Bank, IMF, SOA: One Big 
Happy Family... 

- SHUT THEM DOWN! 


Protest and Disempowerment 

One Anarchist's Experience at SOA 


city, Cochabamba. Bechtel in 


mental repression that they all impose on Latin World Bank bureaucrats pay for w 


America's poor. 

Those opaque, amoral, underm 
overarchingly powerful global in: 


suburbs of Washi 

When Cochabambinos demonstrated against 
in and theft of their water supply. 


s sucking resources out of the South plainclothes officer, behind a line of uniformed 
soldiers, fired into the crowd. Victor Hugo. 17. 
was killed with a bullet through his face. The 
is. They busy themselves undermining la- sniper. Captain Robinson Iriarte de La Fuente - 
bor, destroying national self-sufficiency and sov- surprise, surprise - took combat weapon? train- 
ereignty. and disrupting the planet's ecology. ing at the SOA. 

The victims don't acquiesce without a gun to Iriarte and Banzer aren't the only SOA hcav- 
their head. In Latin America, as ics. According to the Andean Infor- 

elsewhere. people resist. This mation Center, Cochabamba's new 

makes it difficult to enforce the “Ulg military governor. Gen. Walter 

strings attached to IMF/World _ Cespedcs Ramallo, is also an SOA 

Bank loans. These strangling grad. He was the Commander of the 

strings are known as structural V Joint Task Forces (a combination 

adjustment policies (SAPs). They B < of military and police forces) in the 

make a country more porous to S . ft Chaparc coca-growing region in 

Northern investment. Such invest- J 1998. During road blockades and 

mentmeansjobsinourcommuni- resistance. 15 farmers were killed, 

lies are exported to countries where thers w ere brutally tortured and 

wages are artificially kept ex- many were wounded. This Febru- 

tremely low. In Latin America, the ary Cespedes was charged by an 

job of those trained at the SOA is to squash their investigative judge with negligent homicide in the 
fellow citizens’ inevitable resistance to these death of three of these campesinos. The judge 
SAPs. has since been receiving death threats. 

Take Bolivia, the poorest country in South The IMF/World Bank is the global loan 


an SOA 


enough, their own mi 


ly back their I 


ns fast 


„ _ Kathryn Kledebur of the / 

l's poor™ CrrUrfnHctrtfefntrWnlh 
er of School of the Americas Shultz in Cochabamba 
Watch. In 1998 Bolivia had the third highest mi 
ber of soldiers at the SOA. 

In early April, 2000 Banzer declared martial Ed Kinane is an activist based in Syracuse. NY 
law. It seems that the World Bank - as part of its and a member of the SOA Watch national advi- 
SAP- is forcing Bolivia to privatize government sory committee. Ed has twice gone to prison for 
utilities. In a secret deal a Bechtel Corporation his nonviolent protests against the School of the 
subsidiary, seeing its chance to make big bucks. Americas. He can be contacted at edkinane@a- 
bought the water supply of Bolivia's third larg- znet.com 


By Rob Augman 

November 19". 2000 saw 
a continuation of the annual 
mass demonstrations against 
the School of Americas (aka 
School of Assassins). The 


have mobilized people in 
strong numbers, have been a 
non-confrontational demo of 
dissenters who 'cross the 
.line’ and literally jump into 
the hands of the State, for¬ 
feiting themselves to the SOA’s Military Police. 
Because of the last year's successful ‘anti-glo¬ 
balization’ mass protests, showing powerful, un- 

Watch (the organizers for the annual SOA demos), 
had no choice but to welcome that movement to 
the SOA demo. While many were excited about 
the potential the new anti-globalization move¬ 
ment would bring, the movement was only wel¬ 
comed to participate as autonomous affinity 
groups to do actions (as long as they abided by 
SOA Watch's 'Principles of Non-Violence'), but 
never as the actual planning body like we have 
seen in the successful anti-WTO (etc.) demos. 
Though the energy of the younger and more tac¬ 
tically militant strand of the new movement was 
present, the demo remained stuck in the rut of 
non-violent civil (disobedience of 'crossing the 
line' in complete cooperation with the SOA. 

At I lam. around 3.600* people 'crossed the 
line' (resulting in over 2,100* arrests) onto the 
base in a long. slow, funeral procession, carrying 



sion. The ‘ghosts' re-enacted a massacre (and 
were later charged with vandalizing military prop¬ 
erty for the 'blood’ spilled on themselves that 
dripped on the street). Photos were taken of the 
'ghosts' faces (to enter into databases), and their 
'dead' bodies were loaded onto stretchers and 
carried away. The buses hauled them into the 
SOA’s processing center and the march was al¬ 
lowed to continue. Songs were sung and crosses 
were stuck into the ground next to the street. At 
one point when the MP's commanded the crowd 
to stop planting the crosses in the ground, the 
crowd complied. One of the MP's. targeting a 
woman who ignored his commands, trampled the 
crosses beneath his boots as he walked towards 
her. Some frustrated murmuring took place but it 
never materialized. Greatly outnumbering the 
MP's and other pawns of the State, the funeral 
procession waited when the MP's told it to, and 
got on buses when the MP's told it to. Where 



sited in El Salvador in 1989 by SOA graduates 
t was an emotion-filled march that stayed true away by MFs w( 
-i the seriousness of the issue at hand. order us onto bus 

When all those planning to cross the line had In custody, we 
lone so. the Military Police stopped the proces- 


continued on page 6 


TABD Protests End in Arrests, Beatings 

By David Allamon 


Anarchists joined 1000-1500 others in protest against theTABD 
Cincinnati, Nov. 15-18 inanolher victory against global capital- 
m and tyrannical, undemocratic institutions everywhere. . 
The TABD has been criticized for helping to lower environ- 
ental. labor, animal, and human rights standards. This dialogue 
insists of over 90 of the most powerful CEO's in the world and 
.er 110 trade officials. It has been suggested that over 50^ of 
hat the TABD decides upon is also passed by the WTO. 
Friday’s activities started with a pacified, ‘'silent" march from 
Proctor and Gamble Pavilion in Sawyer Park to a rally at Fountain 
Square. March organizers asked demonstrators to he quiet, take 
off their masks, and be compliant with the police. They even used 
peace police" to follow the protestors and to try and prevent 
eople from using microphones or being disorderly."";; 
This march and rally was organized by the Cincinnati organiza¬ 
tion. Coalition fora Humane Economy (CHE). They were highly 
for allowing police to decide the march route and for 
n agenda of "polite protest” while people die every day 
if decisions that groups like the WTO or TABD make. 
There was a great deal of unrest amongst the more militant faction 
of the protest, especially amongst the Revolutionary Anti-Capi¬ 
talist March. In response to "TABD Docs Not Spell Democracy." 
ne Anarchist yelled out “C-H-E spells snitch motherfucker." 
The rally included people from various activist groups and was 
ighlighted by an Anarchist speaker named Wrath. The speech 
helped bring a radical focus to a previously liberal-oriented pro¬ 
test She spoke of bow the "violent fringe group called the TABD" 
ere only a symptom of the capitalist plague. 

After the rally, a march bad: to Sawyer Park was planned and 
led by three police c :T:cen cm horses until the protestors decided 
to re-direct the route. The pohcc and CHE were obviously unpre¬ 
pared for such a move and dido tknow how to react. For at least 
'* -ste.cxrMiin .———" -*■ Tugjj downtown Cincinnati 



of a brutal disease, capitalism. The RACM ranged in nunit 
from 100-250 and lasted for over 45 minutes. 

The RACM combined traditional protest with “black bl 

tactics. A “black bloc" is a tightly-knit group who cover tl 


The black bloc has been criticized for these militant tactics ani 
the property destruction. Participants feel that the property de¬ 
struction is justified and important because capitalists but: 
erty before people. Anti-capitalists also argue that private prop¬ 
erty is different from persona! possessions. They say that a 
-objects gained out of exploiting others or used to exploit others 
. property. Anti-capitalists feel that private property is theft and 
that the destruction of private property is only the destructior 
the tools used to destroy communities, promote racism, steal fr 
workers, poison the environment, and ruin the wot^H 
, Saturday started with-a-"pig procession;” a calm march of 500, 
until police ordered people to disperse in groups of 4. Police 
arrested several and harassed many. At 4 pm. the "Don't Beat 
Me” rally against police brutality to the jail was disrupted s 
police beatings and teargas. The march was in response to 
recent murders of Black men in Cincinnati by poli 
Police brutality and repression was rampant on Saturday. Pec. 
were randomly slopped, harassed and searched. Police arrested 47 
people on Saturday for various charges and set hails as high 
$400,000. In the capitalist press, police stated thi ' ' ' 

■al police barricades, smashed storefront windows, spray- was preventative measures used by the police to prevent t 

painted graffiti, charged police lines, “un-arrested" protesters, re- of the property destruction and militancy of the protests- 

turning teargas canisters, and chanted more militant chants, such before. It made for a perfect example of how the police are used as 
as “capitalism, no thanks, we'll bum your fucking banks.” a tool of the status quo to oppress working araj poor peoples 
Much of this militancy was derived from the Revolutionary A legal fund has been set up to us>:st those arrested. Funds can 
Anti-Capitalist March (RACM), which sought to represent the be sent to: NI6 Legal, 2.-S2 Wheeler. Cincinnati OM04S219 
militant anti-capitalist message within the overall protest. The. 


Da-. , a can be t 


: N16 Legal. 2352 Wheeler. Cincinnati Ohio 4 
t be reached at nabon_of_oue@yahoo.com 
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Fighting for Mumia Abu-Jamal: 
Compelling New Evidence Released by 
Supporters — and Rejected by Judge 


By Teishan Latner 


journalist and author Mumia . 


trial for incarcerated African-American tional Concerned Family and Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal—the Philadel- 

lU-Jamal arc armed with significant new phia-based group which is the primary and original organization fighting 
:nl filing of four Amicus Curia legal briefs for a new trial or amnesty—are urgi ng others to read the Briefs to enhance 

by members of the British Parliament, the NAACP and other civil and their understtfoding of his case, 
human rights groups. Submitted to a Federal District Court in Pennsylva- While all of the rcfcntly filed Amicus briefs are considered critical contri- 

nia. the Briefs have been recognized by activists as some of the most butions to Abu-Jamal’s case, the brief filed by the For Chicana/Chicano 

compelling compilations of evidence yet presented in Abu-Jamal's dc- Studies Foundation managed to illuminate a facet of the now-infamous 

1982 trial that surprised even Abu-Jamal when he read it. Although j|| 


The briefs raise issues of Constitutional, legal and ethical vi 
lions of Abu-Jamal's rights during his 1982 trial in Philadelphi 
and call for an immediate new trial or tire overturning of his death 
sentence. Observers once hoped that Federal District Court 
judge William Yohn might allow vital new evidence 
that prepared in the briefs to be considered in upcomii 
court hearings. That hope was crushed on August ‘ 

2000. when he unceremoniously rejected all four Am 
icus Curiae legal briefs filed on Abu-Jamal's behalf as 
"unnecessary" and "unhelpful." 

Abu-Jamal. an award-winning journalist t 
former Black Panther and community organi; 
was convicted of the killing of a Philadelphia po¬ 
lice officer in 1981. The trial has been widely 
condemned asa political railroad by human rights 
organizations and prominent political and cul¬ 
tural figures world-wide because of police coer¬ 
cion of witnesses, denial of Abu-Jamal's legal 
rights, false police testimony, inadequate legal d 

fense. and faulty ballistics evidence. _ _ 

Together, the Amicus Briefs arc a broad-based display of 
support for Abu-Jamal. One is filed by 22 members of the British Parlia- 



briefs documentation of the denial of Abu-Jamal's Constitut 

Jf-representation and right to layperson council appears 
:ing enough for Abu-Jamal's jailers, the brief does some- 
v entirely: it exposes a closed-session meeting between 
the prosecutor and judge during the 1982 trial, and a third person 
tot previously considered to play an active role in Abu-Jamal's 
conviction—Abu-Jamal's own attorney. 

The meeting between prosecutor, judge and defense attor¬ 
ney focused on how to prevent Abu-Jamal’s conviction 
from being thrown out on appeal i f he refused to cooper¬ 
ate with the court-appointed lawyer during the trial. The 
Brief shows how the three men actually conspired to 
- insulate Abu-Jamal's case against appeal and strengthen 
f the prosecution's chances of obtaining a conviction. The 
; meeting helped seal the dismissal of Abu-Jamal's attempts 
at self representation, a right which he had requested in light 
of his ill-prepared defense attorney, who had failed to inter¬ 
view a single defense witness and admitted that he had no 
defense strategy. 

The US supreme court has consistently ruled that in 
cases where a defendant's right to sel f-representation is de¬ 
nied, the conviction must be overturned. Abu-Jamal and core 


t. another by the NAACP and ACLU. and a third is filed jointly by six keenly aware of this precedent and are emphasizing this point as they seek 
groups including the National Conference of Black Lawyers and the Na- to build even broader support for a new and fair trial. "Denial of petitioner 
tional Lawyers Guild. The most recent is filed by the For Chicana/Chicano Mumia Abu-Jamal’s faretta right of self-representation mandates that a 
Studies Foundation in Los Angeles. The briefs demand a new trial for Abu- new trial be granted." states the Amicus Brief filed by the for Chicana/ 
Jamal and raise points like the denial of Abu-Jamal's Constitutional right to Chicano Studies Foundation. 

self-representation, the unconstitutional use of Abu-Jamal’s Black Panther Judge Yohn's rejection of the briefs filed by the members of the British 
Party history in arguing for the death penalty, and the striking of Black Parliament and the For Chicana/Chicano Studies Foundation is currently 
jurors on peremptory challenges. being appealed. The International Concerned Family and Friends of Mumia 

Judge Yohn's rejection of the Amicus Briefs—"friends of the court Ab(iJa^al >s calling on 

which are standard submissions in many criminal cases—has left activists endorse the brief filed by the For Chicana/Chicano Studies Foundation as 
wondering how submissions from so many well-known organizations could part of the appeal process. Individuals are being urged to read all of the 
be so flatly rejected. "It is virtually unheard of forjudges to throw out briefsto furthereducaiethemselves about Abu-Jamal's case. The Briefsare 
Amicus Briefs." said Chicago attorney Marlene Kamish. one of the authors available on-line at www.mumia.org. Hard copies are available from the 
of the brief filed by the For Chicana/Chicano Studies Foundation. International Concerned Family and Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal: POB 

Abu-Jamal is calling the four briefs "history lessons about fundamental 19709. Philadelphia. PA 19143. Phone: 215-476-5416. E-mail: 
human rights that were violated by the state with impunity." The Interna- icffmaj@aol.com 

Earth First! Takes Direct Action Against Cement Plant 


POW/PPs Urge 
Mobilization to 
Save Mumia! 

We are Prisoners of War and Political Prison¬ 
ers (POW/PPs) within the United States. We were 
variously imprisoned for a range of activities: 
struggle against white supremacy and colonial¬ 
ism, opposition to the economics of global plun¬ 
der and class exploitation, efforts against sexism 
and discrimination, a general unwillingness to 
abide the multiple ways human beings are de¬ 
meaned and delimited in this society. We stand 
for self-determination for all oppressed peoples, 
for an end to racism, for women’s liberation (equal¬ 
ity), for economics centered on human need rather 
than corporate greed. 

The reason for this unprecedented collective 
statement is the urgent situation of fellow politi- 

Pennsylvania. His legal challenge has now moved 
to the federal courts, the final arena available to 
him. and these proceedings could be completed 
within months. While there is overwhelming evi¬ 
dence of his innocence, most of it has been ex¬ 
cluded from judicial review. Many of you who 
have worked hard to save Mumia's life are to be 


probably would have already executed him. but 
we need to alert you to the urgency of the situa¬ 
tion. A measure of importance of this case can be 
taken from the recent "big lie" slanders of Mumia 
by ABC’s “20/20” on TV and by Vanity Fair 
magazine. The Fraternal Order of Police, the re¬ 
actionary criminal justice system and the corpo¬ 
rate media are determined to execute this articu¬ 
late and courageous brother. It will take a very 
determined and strong movement to slop the plans 
for cold-blooded murder. 

The urgency is not just because a precious life 
is at stake, but also because of the implications 
for political and social movements. Mumia has 
been a singularly eloquent and effective 'voice of 
the voiceless.' He has spoken and written pow¬ 
erfully for more than 3.000 persons on death 
row within the US about the fundamental flaws 
of the criminal justice system, on the founda- 


By Jimmy Fishhawk 

On Sunday. October 22. four activists from 
Ichetucknee Earth First! locked down inside a 
disabled travel trailer to block the main access 
road to a limerock quarry operated by the 
Suwannee American cement company in rural 
Suwannee County. FL. This action was to launch 
a direct action campaign to stop Suwannee 
American's construction of a tire-buming cement 
kiln near the quarry. S A is a subsidiary of Ander¬ 
son Columbia, a regional conglomerate involved 
in the concrete, limerock. and road-building in¬ 
dustries and also Florida's most notorious cor¬ 
porate polluter. SA’s proposed kiln would bum 
coal and 5.2 tons of rubber tires per hour, drop¬ 
ping pollutants almost directly onto the source 
of the pristine, spring-fed Ichetucknee River and 
its confluence with the nearby Santa Fe River. 
These rivers and the springs that feed them form 
the base of the North Central Florida ecosystem, 
and provide habitat for an incredible array of 
already-threatened and encroached-upon wild¬ 
life, as well as drinking, irrigation, and recreational 
waters for a growing multitude of humans. The 
lockdown blocked a road leading to the "batch 
plant:" the first step in the construction of the 
larger plant. 

If built, this plant will be the second one con¬ 
structed in North Central Florida in recent years. 
The first, a plant located in nearby Alachua 
County owned and operated by Florida Rock 
Industries, was the first plant of its kind con¬ 
structed in the US in fifteen years, due to a mora¬ 
torium on this heavy-polluting industry. It offi¬ 
cially opened for business on April 13“ of this 
year, and its corporate owners are already in 
trouble for poor environmental practices. The 
FRI plant also faced heavy opposition from lo¬ 
cal citizens, including lawsuits, citizen-initiated « 
campaign - a committed crew willing to put their 
bodies on the line to stop the company's 
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ties and foil the cops; a support i 
put-together equipment; and an element of al¬ 
most total surprise. But when things started hap¬ 
pening. we realized what was lacking: numbers. 
The element of surprise came through a decoy 
event - a picnic in a park near the action site. 
This event did not actually happen. People who 
showed up in the vicinity of the supposed picnic 
site were redirected up the road to the action. As 
it turned out. few even tried to attend the picnic, 
and most that made it to the site and sayed were 
part of the grassroots activist community the 
lockdown crew came from. Members of the 
Ichetucknee Mobilization. Gainesville Food Not 
Bombs, the Green Party. Southeast Friends of 
Reclaiming, and other groups showed up. some 
having seen the press release issued about the 
action that morning, others going on rumors and 
hunches that "something big" was being done. 
However, there were not more than 10 or 20 
people at the action site at any given time 
throughout the day. Few media people showed 
up: one TV camera, a reporter and photographer 


from a University of Florida student paper, 
reporter for a pagan newsletter, and of course the 
intrepid ONWARD crew. 

The Suwannee County Sheriffs visited the site 
several times during the day. serving notice of 
trespassing and demanding the lockdown be re¬ 
moved. Their requests were denied. At dusk, they 
showed up with paramedics and firefighters, en¬ 
tered the trailer, cut the locks and chiseled through 
the dragon, and toted our friends off to jail in 
plastic zip-cuffs. As the Sheriff's visits became 
more assertive and we realized they were going 
to make every effort to remove the blockade be¬ 
fore the start of the work week Monday morn¬ 
ing. we began to feel isolated and weak, with 
only a handful left at the site, no organized “soft” 
blockaders willing to risk arrest to keep the cops 
out of the trailer, and an overwhelmed and under¬ 
prepared police liason team. By the time the ar¬ 
rests occurred, we also had a growing mob of 
pissed-off pro-cement plant locals to contend 
with. Between them and the cops and firefighters 
employing intimidation and threats against those 



key example, in the coming months. Such a focus 
would not at all mean abandoning broader poli¬ 
tics-arid programs. Mumia's case can powerfully 
illustrate the general issues of the death penalty, 
of POW/PPs. of the criminal justice system and 
of racism and injustice. He can personify these 
crucial concerns and help energize each area of 
work. We call upon all people who care about life 
and social justice to mobilize for Mumia. 

Free Mumia! End the Death Penalty! 

Signed: Herman Bell. David Gilbert. Abdul 
Majid. Bill Dunne. Jihad Abdul Mumit. Marilyn 
Buck. Dr. Mutulu Shakur. Jaan Laaman, Tom 
Manning. Richard Williams, Ray Luc Levasseur, 
Linda Evans. Edward Africa. Sundiala Acoli, 
Cltuckie Africa. Teddy Jah Heath, Phil Africa, 
Larry Giddings, Robert Seth Hayes. Russell Ma¬ 
roon Shoats. Yu Kikumura. Janine Africa, Janet 
Africa. Debbie Africa, Juan Segarra Palmer, Os¬ 
car Lopez-Rivera, Jalil Muntaqim, Leonard 
Peltier. Veronza Bowers. Null Washington (RIP) 
(From booklet of PP/POW Writings compiled 
by Resistance N Brooklyn and the Jericho 
Movement. Contact RnB at 
mmmsmb@ igc.org for info.) 

locked-down. some almost fell for the supervis¬ 
ing Sheriff's Good Cop routine. He talked 
smooth, quiet and even kinda jokey while he was 
dealing with those outside of the trailer, and 
showed his true colors with a stream of insults 
"and threats to the passive resisters inside the 
trailer, out of our sight. One woman from the 
police liason team stayed inside to film the re¬ 
moval of the lockdown devices, but ran out of 
tape and was unable to document some of the 
most obnoxious piggy behavior. 

Those who organized this action did good 
“anti-mass" affinity group organizing. They prac¬ 
ticed more than adequate security culture while 
preparing for the action. In fact, they put these 
essential organizational elements together so tight 
they backfired. The organizers focused so much 
on getting the blockade in place that they ne¬ 
glected to organize the follow-up needed to de¬ 
fend themselves. What we needed was a mass of 
prepared, militant defenders who could put them¬ 
selves in between the cops and the trailer and 
continued on page 8 











U’wa... 

continued from page 1 

Police holding back in terms of kidnappings, tor¬ 
ture. or execution of civilians. The Colombian 
government's security apparatus is among the 
world's worst violators of human rights (worse 
than any regime bombed by the US in recent 
history), though the guerillas ELN and FARC, 
decrying foreign exploitation of Colombian re¬ 
sources. continue their campaign of sabotage. 

This challenge to American business interests 
is taken seriously in Washington, and under the 
mantle of the War on Dregs, the US has commit¬ 
ted a SI .3 billion military aid package to help the 
Colombian government "foster peace." 

While profits don't suffer - last year the com¬ 
pany boasted $448 million net worldwide. $31 
million from Colombia and Ecuador- local popu¬ 
lations do. Rather than helping end the violence. 
Occidental is part of it. According to Human 
Rights Watch, "a consortium composed of Occi¬ 
dental Petroleum, Royal Dutch/Shell, and the na¬ 
tional oil company. ECOPETROL. took no ac¬ 
tion to address reports of extrajudicial executions 
and a massacre committed by the stole forces as¬ 
signed to protect the consortium s facilities." To 
these “peacekeepers." the company paid $2 mil¬ 
lion in cash and equipment in 1996. offering heli¬ 
copters. troop transport vehicles, and money 
earmarked for "a network of informants." 

Also under attack is the fragile environment of 
the area, which borders two national parks, home 
to hundreds of rare species of flora and fauna. As 
early as 1988. Colombia's Institute of Natural 
Resources (INDERENA) warned that at Oxy's 
Carlo Limon operation "a management plan for 
toxic muds is entirely absent." The company has 
repeatedly violates basic guidelines for waste and 
water treatment, resulting in dangerously high 
concentrations of heavy metals and toxic poly¬ 
cyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAH's), accord¬ 
ing to an INDERENA 1992 study. 

Oil and the Machine 

The transnational has tried many approaches 
since 1988 to sweeten the U'wa on turning their 
homeland into an oilfield. They established schol¬ 
arship funds for U'wa students, promised health 



work they attempted to circumvent the tribe s 
decision-making process by negotiating with in¬ 
dividual U'wa (a trick taken from US/Native 
American history). 

Occidental claims the U'wa signed a contract 
in 1995 agreeing to oil exploration on their land. 
The U’wa. who cannot read, say they were told 
they were signing an attendance sheet. Following 
that meeting, the U'wa representatives returned 
to report to their leaders: the Association of 
Cabildos and the Traditional U'wa Authority. 
Although all parties had agreed to defer judgment 


Global Village 

In June, 1997. hooded gunmen jumped U'wa 
traditional leader Berito KuwarU'wa and de¬ 
manded he sign the “convenio"(agrecment) they 
were carrying. Since he cannot read, no one knows 
what it contained, but he was beaten severely for 
refusing: it was likely a consent for Oxy to begin 
drilling on U'wa land. The next day. the U'wa 
straggle went international with the formation of 
the U'wa Defense Working Group. Formed by a 
coalition of environmental and human rights 
groups, the UDWG scored its first victory fol¬ 
lowing a phone and letter-writing campaign when 
Shell announced its desire to withdraw from the 
region, citing public relations concerns. But Oc¬ 
cidental continued preparing to drill, so in Sep¬ 
tember of 1999 the U'wa began a nonviolent 
! mere suspicion of collaborating with the * blockade of the road to the proposed drilling site. 



nicciing in renroary. me Ministry 
of Environment proceeded to grant Occidental 
license for exploration. 

Learning of the license, the U'wa boycotted 
the second meeting. Since, the U'wa have repeat¬ 
edly and unequivocally opposed drilling. In 1993. 
they filed for official recognition of a larger por¬ 
tion of their traditional lands (still short of what 
they consider theirs). This Single Unified Reser¬ 
vation (Unico Resguardo) has been a prerequi¬ 
site to any negotiation over use of their land. 

Occidental has shown little interest in U'wa 
demands, insisting since 1993 (hat rebel forces 
have persuaded the tribe to be intransigent. In 
fact. Oxy Columbia CEO Steve Newton called 
U'wa territory the "house of Perez." a reference 
to the ELN: a malicious accusation in a region 


rebels is grounds for execution or attack 
military and paramilitary. 

In 1995. with the Ministry of Enviti 
legitimizing corporate larceny, the U 'w 


called Gibraltar I. Local farmers, union members 
and students joined them. 

Gore: Champion of Big Oil 
As the election drew near, activists in the US 

■eAIGoce.Jf.wfio has 

iv. Gore St 

un Oxy's board of directors for 28 


in 1997. ruling t 

held, the Council of State nullified ii 
the end. the lure of profits overruled the Colom¬ 
bian constitution and the state ruled predictably: 
drilling would proceed. 

A month later in Bogota. 3000 students, work¬ 
ers and environmentalists marched on the Minis¬ 
try of the environment to support the U'wa and 
protest Oxy's exploitation of the region. 



n 1998 

to Occidental, tripling Oxy's 
overnight during the largest 
I of federal property in US history. 
25. 2000 as Gore was trying to 
hypocrite and 


the brutality typical of govem- 
Colombian military in- 
peaccful blockade with 


5.000 heavily armed troops including tanks and 

artillery. A month later, they again attacked, this 
time killing three children. The Clinton/Core presi¬ 
dency meanwhile prepared to reward Colombian 
rulers with $1.3 billion in military aid. even while 
admitting the police and armed forces are "re¬ 
sponsible for widespread human rights abuse." 
Solidarity is Strength 
In the US, solidarity actions have increased 
over the last year, with lockdowns at Gore cam¬ 
paign headquarters, banner drops, and pickets 
outside the offices of Occidental and Fidelity 
Investments (a major investor in Oxy stock). 
Dozens of actions across the US brought uncom¬ 
fortable attention on Gore's ties to big oil, but 
the “environmentalist" candidate has refused to 
comment publicly. 

Now that drilling has begun in the doudforest. 
mainstream media has dropped its already scanty 
coverage of the U’wa struggle. News of the cam¬ 
paign has not even reached most progressives in 
the US, who remain ignorant of this mountain 
community’s work for self-determination and 
environmental integrity. In spite of the displace¬ 
ment of an estimated 2 million Colombians, many 
activists seem non-plussed by the civil war: since 
the rebels also profit from drugs and are respon¬ 
sible for brutalities, perhaps activists fear being 
seen as apologists for the drug trade. 

However, north americans should remember 
that US businesses have played a massive role in 
dismantling Colombia's economy. The drag trade 
itself is a direct consequence of globalization: US 
agricultural and food companies imported cheap 
foods that drove local farmers out of business. 
Looking for an alternative income source. Co¬ 
lombian farmers turned to a product with which 
there was no US competitor: cocaine. Along with 
the Colombian government's refusal to address 
intense economic inequality, this led to further 
destabilization of the country's economy, which 
encouraged further US intervention. 

The US "defense" industry is booming in what 
the State department calls Colombia's "transi¬ 
tion to an unrestricted access market." Law en¬ 
forcement and the prison industrial complex here 



.- I 


policy-makers extremely happy. 

Organizing against Occidental 

rope have dramatized the Uwa's plight and pres¬ 
sured Occidental to withdraw from U'wa land. 
A concentrated drive against Fidelity Investments 
(formerly the largest shareholder in Occidental) 
utilizing mass demonstrations at over 75 Fidel¬ 
ity offices and non-violent occupations of Fidel¬ 
ity investor centers, forced Fidelity to dump 18 
million shares of Oxy stock, approximately 60% 
of their holdings worth over $412 million. 

continued on page 9 


Mercury Newspaper Carrier Wildcat Strike Ends in Improvement 

By Adam Welch 


SAN JOSE, CA- The week long dispute between the carriers 
delivering the San Jose Mercury News and newspaper manage¬ 
ment ended early morning Thursday. October 13 in a partial vic¬ 
tory for the nearly 600 of the 1.100 carriers employed by (he 
newspaper. The strike action was assisted by local wobblies and 
members of Students For Justice! student group. 

The carriers, almost entirely Vietnamese immigrants, were tak¬ 
ing part in a wildcat strike protesting low wages and unfair work 
rales. The settlement, reached around 3 AM. granted the workers 
a 12% raise, eliminated carriers collecting bills door to door on 
their own time for new customers and an agreement to rehire four 
workers that had been fired. This has not ruled out any potential 
future strikes, as the carriers are still angry over several unmet 
demands. 

The demands of the strike action were a 20% increase in wages, 
to compensate for higher gas prices and rent, an end to long wait to 
pick up the paper, not having to collect bills from unpaid custom¬ 
ers and not having to purchase the robber bands and plastic bags 
used to assemble the paper. The carriers are also paid for piece 

Duan Nguyen, a strike leader at the North Valley distribution 
station in East San Jose, said that the strike started at the Fremont 
station, a nearby suburb of San Jose, and spread spontaneously as 
other carriers heard about the strike on a local Vietnamese radio 
talk show. He recalled asking the other workers to join the work 
stoppage in Monday October 9. saying. "I told the other workers 
'don't go to work, we need this one."' Himself and other station 
leaders got 100% of the North Valley Station carriers to sign a 
letter with demands to Mercury News Publisher Jay Hams. There 

at the picket Lines 

At 3 am. the workers gathered in the rear of the North Valley 
distribution plant we armed at In the front of the facilities, scab 
replacement workers and other employees of the Mercut I -aded 


papers into their cars. The first night. SW Phuong Ly and myself 
spent several hours talking and hanging out with the workers in 
the cold. Basically we found out there are several leaders at each 
station that communicate over cell phone to the leaders at the 
other station. The main and largest station is the Campbell station 
where the main leaders are based. The workers stuck together 
well, but lacked a plan to support the strike, sueh as talking with 
or picketing the scabbing workers. 

The second night we returned to bring local students, some food 
and many picket signs, including IWW ones. We also talked to 
local TV media. The workers were grateful for the support and 
some began picking up the signs and marching around. Just as it 
seemed the strikers were going to start a picket line, a call came in 



The newspaper carrier strike 


from the Campbell station and a deal had been made. 

CARRIERS AND UNIONS 

Currently the carriers are still not part of any union. From our 

some difficulty. There are several reasons around this, first the 
carriers being independent contractors which technically makes 
them ineligible for NLRB rights (though this could be easily chal¬ 
lenged). second there is a jurisdictional disputes going on. The 
UFCW (United Food and Commercial Workers) has Vietnamese 
speaking organizers, but apparently won't organize them because 
of the independent contractor situation. The Newspaper Guild, 
affiliated to CWA (Communication Workers of America), which 
many of the Mercury News workers are members of, also has been 
lagging its feet for some reasons, but mostly because the managers 
and supervisors of the carriers at the distribution and production 
plants are Teamsters and if the carriers became recognized their 
bargaining unit would be cancelled apparently. 

ThcSJ Labor Council wants to organize a meeting of theunions 
that have been involved to "work out the situation" and SW Phuong 
Ly and myself have been invited by the Newspaper Guild. The 
inside word and impression that we have been getting is that be¬ 
cause or the situation with the Teamsters and the fact that the 
carriers have taken independent action makes the local unions 
sketchy to organize with them. We are still trying to maintain 
contact with the carriers we met and reach the Campbell leader¬ 
ship and talk with them further. Being that the other unions are 
more interested in not stepping on the toes of the status quo than 
supporting the carriers actions, this could be a fertile ground for 
IWW involvement. 


Adam Welch is an IWW member and part of the De Anza commu¬ 
nity college Students for Justice chapter, a regional diverse and 
•radical student group in the SF Bay Area. Contact: 
adam freedom @yahoo.com 
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NEWS BRIEFS 


FBI Arrests Animal 
Rights Activist 

SALT LAKE CITY. UTAH - Jeremy 
Parkin, dedicated animal rights activist, was 
booked into the Salt Lake County Adult De¬ 
tention Complex on charges of 3 counts of 
Felony theft. I count Of Felony Criminal 
Mischief, and 1 count of Felony Burglary. 

On November 24, as animal rights groups 
protested around the nation as a part of Fur 
Free Friday. Parkin's home was swarmed by 

14 FBI Agents and local Sheriff Deputies. In 
a surprising demonstration of militaristic 
force, they closed off his entire residential 
•eet to apprehend him. 

The charges Parkin is faces relate to his 
ork as an activist, but how exactly is not 
,41 known. Parkin's mother commented to 
friends that the charges are related to a pro- 
ivembcr which re- 
suttcu in an unxnown number of mink being 
released, as well as breeding cards for the ani¬ 
mals destroyed. She also stated that the FBI 
mentioned an act of economic sabotage 
claimed by the Animal Liberation Front in 
San Francisco, resulting in over $30,000 worth 
of damage to me done to the storefront. 

-e ever expect things to chi _ 

: willing to face the oppressors 

_ _ i our lives?" He asked friends 

just weeks earlier. "Everything short of this 

is a compromise, and every time we compro¬ 
mise we give them control." 

Contact the Free Jeremy Collective: 

http://FreeJeremy.uarc.com.or 
| frecjeremyparkin@hotmail.com 
| Formediainterviews.contact(801)918-0674 

Hundreds March for 
Peltier's Freedom 

On Dec. 10th. International Human Rights 
Day. between 700-1000 people marched in 
Minneapolis' sub-zero temperatures to sup¬ 
port the American Indian Movement s push 

for the release of Leonard Peltier. 

of all stripes- Indigenous people. 
Anarcmsis, environmentalists. African 
American leaders. Chicano. Zen Buddhists. 
Earth First. IWW - marched with AIM as 
the finale of a week long of activities in Min¬ 
neapolis as President Clinton stalled his de¬ 
cision of clemency for Peltier. 

When Nelson Mandela spoke to the 
NAACP in Minn. Clyde Bellecourt attended 
and reminded Nelson of his commitment to 
speak with Clinton about Peltier. Beginning 
on Dec 3rd AIM and community members 
conducted a four-day prayer vigil led by spiri- 
I tual Lakota elder Harry Charger. The partici¬ 
pants stayed outside in Tee Pees for 4 days 
and conducted Sweat Lodge - ceremonies. 
There were two one-hour interviews on Pub¬ 
lic Radio on two nights. The first by Vemon 
I Bellecourt the second by Clyde. On Friday 
night people participated in a pipe ceremony 
led by Harry Charger to pray before ' h “ 
i on Sunday. He 

that night that Leonard's struggle 
gan long ago when the first Native person 
:r confronted European aggression. The 
week ended with the mass rally and march to 
the Basilica (Catholic Cathedral), an appro- 
riate ending point. 

| Led by Harry Charger. AIM leaders, and. 

traditional drum group and singers, the march 
went through many poverty stricken areas 
along the route. Clyde Bellecourt and others 
carried Bull Homs chanting "Free Peltier" 
Bellecourt traveli 


Custodians Fight Night Shaft — and Win! 

By Dan Berger ism and the custodial workers' union (American ^sts wl^d^c fiT 

Gainesville. Florida has a long tradition of both °f "uMhe real world at the University of 

racism and resistance. The University of Florida ployees Local aW.AI^CMElalongwith the ^ class exploitation. A week 

is not known for its impressive race relations- Alachua County Labor Party twg >8 8 8 lecturing on the need to 'attack racism on all 

black students and community members had to natures on pennon . Flyer we r = ^, form ® r UF prelident John Lombardi was 

fight for admittance into the school. African and ing people to write or caii t ' embarrassed at a talk when four activists ques- 

African American study courses, nonwhite pro- expressing theuconcern.C * lioncd him on , he night shaft, which began under 

feasors, as well as the right to have political and events wuhAFSCME^custodM^strKik £ helher adm , Orators were 

cultural organizations. These struggles continue place, and letters and - l:.. act.mhlif-s nr award ceremo- 




:. ana leuers anu aiuai» ..v—.... —... k 
AFSCME organized a large rally on the 


Florida is 



his administration, wnemci 
speaking at student assemblies or award ceremo¬ 
nies. activists were there at least passing out fly¬ 
ers and talking to people about the issue. Visibil¬ 
ity was further increased through t-shirts, but¬ 
tons and graffiti seen throughout town. 
t0 PACIFICATION 

k ■ In response to the widespread and public out- 

cus - pouring of dissent. UF agreed to appoint a com- 
a n s mittee to 'study' the night shaft, something prom- 
un . iscd nearly two years previously when it first 
10 began. The thirteen-member panel included three 
lim- custodial workers (two of them night shift em- 
the ployees and union organizers), several adminis- 
i c s trators and faculty members, a student govcm- 
,|eto ment representative and a graduate student. 

i n AFSCME President Sharon Bauer and Physical 
ight. Plant Director (the section of campus that con- 

„.. Au- trols custodial workers) David O'Brien were non- 

gustO, the voting members of the committee. The Night Shift 


mendations to the 


l „ a ,„ ^.JafTipponents crammed committee 
meetings with a banner made of petitions gust is.me 

Halting salary less than SI2.800 first night of phase II" of the night shift, the ^'^^mnii.t^as 

minimum wage after taxes). In activism began to focus both on sohdanty for and could only make 

....UF moved 40 custodians from custodians, and. since administrators were ignor- a nunisriauon.^ 2 „ ^ 

the day shift (5am to 1:30pm) to nights (1 Ipm ^f^'«Xn^«on A Sf opponents filled die room, all wearing an.i-nigh, 

to 7:30am) as part of a 'pilot project to be stud- ft*inght:shift to ,he ^™ n ^' ff A 8 ba L s shaft buttons and holding signs. One of the most 

ied to prove the efficiency of the shift, even people went on campus »nth co tee oage s impressive tools was a banner of peti- 

,hough the plan failed the firs, time tried. 20 doughnuts and.other donated food to share vv,.h tn ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

years prior. The plan was enacted in older to f^e fira^ght of surrounding the committee. The first committee 

create, what administrators called a more trans- “7^0 meeting featured Dug Jones (that really is how 

S ^hSTreri^ ttaurighu I second group of people wen, to the ^is^Assistant Physi- 
•u. (J F administration began talking about mov- houses of four different administrat 


ing 80% of the whole custodial staff to nights. 
Though never asking what cither the workers or 
•customers' (students, staff, faculty and visitors 
' srsity) w-- 


ce 1968) did: 


(the original Cop Watch 
curily on the march. 

At the end of the rally Charger. Dave 
Dellinger, the Bellecourts. and others gave 
inspiring speeches. Vernon Bellecourt called 
r people to visit the AlMovem 
ministry of Information section of 
under the heading the US War Against AIM 
lor more information about the past and 
rent War against the American Indian M 
It was an inspiring march. I 


Call the While House 202-456-1111 


claimed that the night shift, and a more 'trans¬ 
parent' custodial staff, is what people want. On 

August 13*. While most students and many fac- ~ .— ■ 

ulty and community members were away on sum- several days later en w npoi 

mer break. 34 more custodians were moved to issued trespass warnings tor thpij: mvolv^J. 
nights. After months of struggle, however. UF Activists vowed to make the mgh. shaft a cam- 
announced in mid-October that the night shift pus known issue, and to not let campus events 
Zdd ^abandoned. 8° h V wilhou ' n,akin ® thc r " gh ’ steft 3 ‘T ° f 

LIBERAL- AND RADICAL POLITICS discussion. At a 'Welcome to UF pep rally in 

^ ^roo^asUF began talking of moving 8051- late AugusL activists passed ou, Hirers. ^ 
ol me custodial staff, there was dissent. The "ons signer 
Alachua County NAACP called UF on their rac- 


respon- cal Plant Director, vile racist and mouthpiece for 
sible for the shift change at i'ipm and 3am to the night shaft, giving a timeline of events, while 
welcome them to nights. Vice President David ctstodial 

Co-bum. a self-described liberal and "expert" on mittce called him on his lies, to the exM“h« he 
the civil rights movement, said at 3am he thought chair of the committee allowed it. No one in the 
C2X workers should be thankful, that audience was allowed».spea, 

s the best high school dropouts could gel. was given as to why Jones, who had left L F 
_ ■ * .month previously over pressure 


on the importance ol 


..I [ : night shaft. 

, allowed to give a presentation. 

VICTORY 

At the second committee meeting on October 

'. Due Jones was not there and a real discussion 
as able to take place. Various members of the 
immittee attacked David O'Brien, asking him if 
. got pen- any study was done to prove the effectiveness 
Colburn of thc night shaft who. in response, admitted to 
continued on page 8 


Protest... 

continued from page 3 

rain, in tents, and then in a large airplane 
gar which at no point were their feelings of 
unity or solidarity among demonstrators. The 
general feeling was impatient curiosity of when 
vc would get home and into dry clothes, and 
there to hang our 'Ban and Bar' letters. 

When we were finally processed through, 
herded onto buses, and driven to a park a few 
miles off thc base, crowds gathered around thc 
buses and cheered for us as we got off. We were 
heroes and heroines of a fast-food style protest. 

' was a protest fit for television, but there 
asn’t even any media. 

As a demo that has been sharply criticized, a 
few questions arise. I hope we can construc¬ 
tively criticize the movement as part of evolving 
our ideas, tactics, strategies, and our movement 
Any simple write-offs that serve as destructive 
criticism are useless and unnecessary. 

What can we leant from the anti-globaliza- 
on movement? 

STRUCTURE OF ORGANIZING 

Thc main success of the 'anti-globalization 
're not just protesting, but 


decision-making, cooperation, and mutual- 
and solidarity result in successful actions are 
empowering and educating ourselves. Empow¬ 
erment comes from doing it ourselves ; by mak¬ 
ing decisions in’a cooperative and participatory 

-r where we aren't over-ruled by an elite 

ty (as in school, work, etc.) we leant how 
to bund, and build huge, from the bottom-up. 
from thc grassroots. Thc education comes from 


ticipatory, non-hierarchical structure that works 
(!). Knowledge gained from our direct experi¬ 
ences can be carried with us and spread into all 
aspects of our lives. 

REAL RESISTANCE, DISOBEDIENCE, 
AND DIRECT CONFRONTATION 

Unlike the SOA demos, where we simply act 
as a petition, using our bodies (in a cooperative 
manner) instead of our signatures, the anti-glo¬ 
balization movement uses a no-compromise atti¬ 
tude of direct confrontation, resistance, and dis¬ 
obedience. Where the anti-globalization move¬ 
ment is using an inclusive, non-hierarchical. de¬ 
centralized planning structure, SOA Watch is 
using a cooperative method with the SOA itself. 

While the anti-globalization movement plans 
protests with its participants, the SOA Watch 
plans theirs with the SOA. 

While the Direct Action Network, one of the 
main networks coordinating ami-globalization 
protests, asks for participants to abide by their 
guiding principles, a diversity of tactics is en¬ 
couraged as part of the mass aiming to shut-down 
or disturb major governing bodies. While part of 
the movement advocates tactics that don't com¬ 
ply to DAN'S principles, property-destruction 
and confrontational attitudes towards the police, 
the diversity of tactics is undeniably pail of the 
movement and it has maintained a relatively united 
body that is a strength to all of us participants. 

NEW WORLD VISION 
The anti-globalization movement brings a vi¬ 
sion drastically different from thc present sys¬ 
tems, which participants and observers can see. 
Anti-globalization protests are heavily anlireapi- 

mrcs for the world's economy used in organiz¬ 
ing: decentralization, non-hierarchy, participatory 
decision-making, cooperation, mutual aid and soli¬ 
darity. In SOA demos, there is not much vision; 
not even for changing US Foreign Policy. 


What has made the anti-globalization move¬ 
ment such a success is that people exercise real 
power, from the bottom-up. in the streets, and 
make a real affect The anti-globalization move¬ 
ment has organized us out of our homes and 
into affinity groups, clusters, and spokes-coun- 
sels where we take part in changing the face of 
a city by working cooperatively. 

In SOA demos we follow orders from SOA 
Watch 'Peace Keepers.' police, and MP s. We 
march in obedient lines towards buses that we 
know are waiting for us. We walk to the buses, 
get on. and get processed. We exercise no power. 
The State processes us and we go home 
WHAT IS SUCCESS? 

• Contrary to anti-globalization protests where 
successes are made by innovation, coalin'-" 
building, collective action and militancy and: 
counted not just in numbers but in effecti' 
ness, education and empowerment, the SOA 
demos measure success purely in numbers. But 
our movement needs to be not only big. but 
empowering and educational to participants, 
and threatening to oppressive institutions. 

The incredible aspects of the anti-globaliza¬ 
tion movement must be brought to the anti- 
SOA movement, working together to further 
our opposition to thc SOA. and other institu¬ 
tions of oppression and make real changes. 

‘Numbers are provided by SOA Watch. 

For more information on the SOA demos, check 
out SOA Watch's website: www soaw 
For articles about this year s SOA 
www.atlanta.indymedia.org 


Rob Augman is part of the Onward Collective, 
a community organizer, and coordinator of the 
Civic Media Center (www.gator.net/-cmcl. a 
non-profit reading-room and library of the non¬ 
corporate press, in Gainesville, FL. Write hin 
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COINTELPRO: Then and Now (Part II) 


By Greg Wells 

nam. He was almost certainly the single 

' 970 ’ S d 1 ° CU T ,cd k and Wa ’ Ched indiVidUa ' by ,HC ' - •—»*«■ —.enow wiuiowx. ana tsrew. 

here were officially 295 COINTELPRO opera- .hroughoul ihe decade of the 60 s. Intensifying and Malcolm and the rising consciousness of stu- 

tionscamedoutagainsttheblackliberationmove- the FBI’s surveillance, in 1964 a major urban ■ - - 

ment, including 233 aimed specifically at discred- uprising erupted in Harlem; the following sum¬ 
ming, infiltrating and railroading the Black Pan- mer the Watts neighborhood of Los Angeles saw 

thers. COINTELPRO ewas also responsible for a solid week of rioting and pitched battles with 

the systematic disruption and ultimate deterio- the police and National Guard - 

ration of ihe radical student movement, the anti- the death of 34 people. Th 
Vietnam movement and the American Indian glory of King and SCLCwa 
Movement. Due to space constraints I will share fire, 
only one such story. The next installment (part The assassin 
III in ONWARD, Spring 2001) will take a look at lice repression, 
the ongoing escalation of COINTELPRO opera- inv into the mil 
lions during the past 25 years, long after the pur¬ 
ported official end of operations in 1971. 

and others of the Student Nonviolent Coordinat- 


began to shift 

me in 1966. Looking back on 
Lowndes County. Alabama which SNCC carried 


On August 25, 1967 FBI director J. Edgar ing Cor 
Hoover officially launched the formal Anti-Black and mil 
Liberation operation known subsequently 

COINTELPRO. The word ’formal’ requires spe- out a campaign aimed at fight- 
cial notice in this context as it shows that this ing the town’s corrupt govem- 

decision was made on behalf of the larger popu- -’ ’ • 

lation and parties that it directly affected. It im¬ 
plies that it is the beginning of this particular 
activity being carried out. an official start. But 
indeed it doesn't lake one with; 
gifted memory to see behind t 
history of harassment, infiltrati 
tion of all black liberation straggles in America violence for us was a tactic and 
throughout the 2"*" 

In the decade 

railroading of prominent black nationalist Marcus the gap between the Gandhian 

Garvey in 1927 (see part I in ONWARD. Fall 
2000) the FBI n ' 


dents and youth throughout the country, the 
movement still lacked a cohesive vision and long¬ 
term strategy for radical social change until the 
Panthers emerged. By September 1968, less then 
two years after their formation, the Panthers were 
people. The decade-long ride to described by Hooveras the “single greatest threat 

.a ci~i r i_u—.the internal security of the country." By thit 

ne, the Panthers had spread far and wide out- 
Je of Oakland - and even urban ghettos - tc 
,. Ming and forced draft- include chapters in over 25 cities across the coun- 

.“z and subsequently the V t et- try. Overall membership was well over 1 000 

shaking the largely pacifist reform with new people coming in rapidly. 

very core. Stokely Carmichael By the lime Hoover was beginning to initiate 
e Black Liberation COINTELPRO, the Pan- 


ming under heavy 
vlalcolm X in 1965, po- 


KKK, Carmichael stated the 
following; “We saw the politi¬ 
cal organization of the masses 
as the only route to solving out 
he thinly veiled problem. We placed a strong 
: J J emphasis on ’ * 


I King and 

M II » most impor- Malcolm’s 'By Any “ 
id thorough track- Necessary’ approach w 
ening rapidly. 

Out of the ashes ofl 



already caught 
everal high profile court cases and straggles 
rhich had the Oakland chapter in inner turmoil. 

Leader and co-founder Huey 
P. Newton was jailed and 
being framed for the al leged 
murder of an Oakland po¬ 
lice officer, Bobby Seale 
spent six months in jail for 
charges relating to a Panther 
action at the state capitol in 
Sacramento and little Bobby 
Hutton, the party’s trea¬ 
surer. was shot and killed in 
a shoot-out with kops on 
April 6. 1968. 

I Despite the struggles 
plaguing the Oakland Pan¬ 


justification for the over 3,000 wire taps and 800 Malcolms assassination and Fred Hampton rinlTr'in'C^nThTr 

X“e' n NfAc7X^7«?rr ,he P C T! ^“° r UpnSingS ’ lhc Biack Pamher year old dynamic community activist named Fred 
group was the NAACP s alleged ties to theCom- Party for Self-Defense emerged out of Oakland. Hampton was gaining sutroon in the citv 
mU , n i S '. Pany ^ A When lhe Communist Con- California in October 1966. Huey Newton and 


ct of 1954 
tried diligently to have 
lire membership forced 


_ . _ — ,«u,wiKMij 115 a well read and fiery orator. Hamp- 

ton the FBI Bobby Seale, who worked w„h troubled youth ton went on to establish the Chicago chapter of 

at an anti-poverty center, became leading voices the Black Panthers in November of ’68 with 

,h, _ in opposition to the Oakland police department's Bobby Rush. Around the same time the Chicago 

->. the penalty of prison for doing so. It look continued level of harassment and brutalization chner was becoming established and doing aih- 

some last minute rulings from Ihe Supreme Court of the black ghettos of Oakland. Their plan » as ance-buikJin* wort. Hoover had already s« ex 

pheit instructions to local FBI offices infouneen 

moved on to begin (filing into ihe “dangerous wh^o^tniSng the masses to monitor thc'po- 
and unscrupulous" methods of Dr. Martin Luther lice in their neighborhoods by knowing and un- 

ference (SCLC). as the right to carry an unconcealed firearm. The 

By 1965 King had become the country’s most Black Panther Party (BPP) hit the street with a 

prominent and recognizable voice of the civil major impact as their ten-point platform ca. 

rights movement. The struggle he led had emerged for the need of total self emancipation of all Af- 

from a small and humble beginning in the Deep rican-Americans to be able to achieve complete Juklcl „ ollu „ wnIIe Dasea 

from ^restraints of the ^ capita| . ^ organizing in UpIown , |he young PaIrjots 

. invo verrmnt in i m. jjt ™ -h th„„ Through Fred Hampton's guidance, the Panthers 

saw the power and possibilities with aligning the 
entire spectrum of radicals in the city, so much 
so that by late 1968. Hampton and Rush had 
almost sealed an alliance with a prominent Chi¬ 
cago area street gang with over 2,000 members, 
the Blackstone Rangers. This was prevented from 
happening in a series of letters sent anonymously 
to the Rangers leader Jeff Fort warning him that 
the Panthers were out to undermine his leader¬ 
ship and that a hit was out on him. By the time 
the groups finally had an official meeting. Fort 
had already made up his mind: “There’s not 
continued on page 19 


national relations and the US involvement in Viet- ist regime which they sought to topple. 

Immokalee Farmworkers 
Struggle For Justice 


By Peter Stedman 

On January 13“ and 14“. 2001 - after the 
smoke from the presidential dispute has cleared 
- Florida’s farmworkers will march on Tallahas¬ 
see from Quincy to make sure that Florida Gov¬ 
ernor Jeb Bush kr 


Is. Farmworkers from organizations such l. 
the UFW (United Farm Workers) in Quincy. 
Farm Self-Help, Farmworker Association of 
Apopka and the Coalition of Immokalee Work¬ 
ers will participate 
will end at the Governor'; 


Members travel from as far as Guatemala. Mexico 
and Haiti, and though they come from different 
places with distinct cultures they nonetheless 
share the same working conditions in terms of 
low wages, poor living conditions, and a worker- 
he stands in their employer relationship that is very heavily tilted 


n favor of the labor contractor and grower. 

The Coalition argues that this distorted rela¬ 
tionship is the root cause of poverty that is en- 
5 agricultural communities in the U. S. 


group of farmworkers (“the Coalition" for short) I 


that has captured the imagi¬ 
nation of activists i 

by the worker and 
organization that < 
represent the interests of the 
worker. The Coali 
resents precisely that point 

meld to create power. 

The CIW (Coalition of 
Immokalee Workers/La 
Coalicion de Trabajadores de 
Immokalee) is a community- 
based worker organization 
that draws its membership 
from the workers that flood 
Immokalee every season 
from October to April look-1 
ing for agricultural work. 



alter this imbalance of power that re 
$7500 annual income? 

The process begins through the cc 


of this relationship must be trans- flection and analysis the workers themselves en 


Workers block truck during 1997 General Strike 


gage in through their involvement in the Coali¬ 
tion. Workers are the ones prioritizing their prob¬ 
lems, not someone else that represents them in 
the role of a delegate or steward. Yet on a 
deeper level the individual, by participat¬ 
ing directly in such decisions and in the 
creation of organizational strategy, gains 
a greater awareness of what is happening 
in the community at large and realizes that 
she or he is not alone. By participating 
and witnessing other worker involvement 
the individual becomes aware of their role 
and potential for creating change. 

The Coalition of Immokalee Workers 
offers a space where the farmworker be- 


I of society, stooped over a plant o 
a ladder but always away in a field dis¬ 
tant from mainstream America’s view. She 
| speaks Spanish, Tojolabal, or Creole, is 

continued on page 16 


NEWS BRIEFS 


Cowardly and Brutal 
Police Attack Against a 
Mapuche Community 

Friday, Nov 17 at 9:00 am, a police con- 
tingent of about 400 men attacked the 
Mapuche community of Temucuicui, Com¬ 
mune of Ercilla. IX Region of Chile. Several 
Mapuches were arrested and wounded 
result of this action. 

A delegation from the community, | 
sented the details: 

“A strong police contingent arrived, break¬ 
working and the women were horn 
Those found in their way were bca 
threatened with racist taunts 'We arc going 
to violate these Indians'.... ‘We are going i 
kick them to a pulp.’ Shotguns were fire 
indiscriminately.’ 

Police destroyed two houses inhabited by 
elderly men, and arrested Ihe comunero. who 
was badly beaten. Other Mapuches fled 
ighbouring community while so; 
local school. The police invad 
the school, terrified the children, and injured 
another Mapuche after random gunfire. 

The result of this three-hour police ac 
:ft six Mapuches injured by pellets. Fearing 
arrest, they avoided the medical cen 

may suffer serious health problems t_ 

suit of inadequate medical care. Two injured 
prisoners, Mari Huenchulldn and Fernando 
Llanca. were transferred to the military gar¬ 
rison of Angol. 

Forcibly removed from their I 
Mapuche were beaten and threatened. No¬ 
body understands why this racist acti 

I. Since the Mapuche were in talks with 
the government and the deforestation com¬ 
pany Mininco, it has been surmised that thi 
itigated by Mininco. ii 
bully the Mapuches into accepting 


is installing ele 
.red land still tin, 


Because of this, the community of 

Temucuicui makes an urgent call to the inter¬ 
file police 


Protests Disrupt 
Climate Conference 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands - Demonslra- 
rs disrupted a major conference on global 
arming Wednesday. November 22. with 
dozens of protesters staging a sit-in and a 
cake thrower targeting the top US negotiator. 
The uproar came as discussion at the UN 
ite conference focused on global emis- 
of greenhouse gases, blamed by many 
for global warming. 

Key contentious issues include how far 
countries should be able to use the carbon 
dioxide absorbed by forests and agricultural 
lands against emission reductions targets and 
what extent nations should be able to buy 
eir way into complying with their targets. 
But the talks were disrupted when several 
dozen environmental activists entered the high 
security building, broke into a committee 
meeting and staged a sit-in. Conference Presi¬ 
dent Jan Pronk said equipment was damaged 
—1 small fires were set in the building. 

. woman pied chief US negotiator. Under 
Secretary of State Frank E. Loy as the Ameri- 
delegation gave its daily press briefing 
calmly walked out of the room. 

The UN conference involved delegates from 
more than 180 countries, has two days left to 
riHjf 1 L ‘ reduce greenhouse gas emis- 
lg to the Kyoto agreement. 
Dutch police said they had arrested around 
100 protesters Wednesday near The Hague's 

number of embassies to protest 
against nuclear energy without a permit. 

Protesters in the conference building said 
they believed the negotiations were watering 
"They need 

















Pogroms in Palestine: 

An Israeli Anarchist 
on Jewish Resistance 
to the Israeli State 


Media coverage of the murderous pogroms 
unleashed by Israel against Palestinians 
the story. The so-called ‘peace process’ 

’ Northern Ireland - is based on i 


it. There are citizens of Palestine and Israel. 
fromJewish and Muslim backgrounds, who seek 
something other then two rival sectarian states. 

illy, Zionism - the belief Jews wi‘ 
be safe from pogroms in a country run by Jews 
is behind the pogroms. 

Indymedia Israel (http://indymedia.org.il) has 
ported many joint demonstrations indue 
4.000 Jews and Palestinian-lsraelis gathi 
in Haifa on Oct 21 st rally under the slogan 
A Just Peace & Full Equality."' The report says 
'speakers, among other points, called f 
:nd to the Israeli occupation of the West 
ind Gaza Strip, the removal of all settle: 

:nd to the officially sanctioned shootings by 
the Israeli Army of unarmed Palestinians in both 
Occupied Territories and Israel, and full 
ality between Jewish and Palestinian Isi 
I is.” llan Shalif. an Israeli anarchist active 
many years in “persistent and principled 
position to Zionism" had this to say: 

“Before the current round of pogroms, about 
200 Israelis were really active - mainly: 
protests related to the demolition of Palestinian 
;. In the last two big demonstrations 
against the suppression of the Palestinians, the 
about 500 people, and less than 50 can 1 
regarded as very radical. This 50 includes anar¬ 
chists and other libertarian communists. 

Until recently, the Left anti-Zionist flag | 
raised only by the libertarian communist group 
spen. and we were never more than 30 a 
;ts - Jews and Palestinians. In 1972, one 
members was the first to resist conscri 
from an anti-Zionist position; this was ti 
origin of later political resistance to conscri. 
or refusal to serve in the occupied regions. 
’In February 1968 when we had tl 
demonstration against the 1967 war. only 19 
participated - including a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party who was nearly expelled for join¬ 
ing. At a 1970 Communist Party demonstt 
tion that we took part in, they threatened 
attack us if we would not stop shouting “down 
with the occupation." Just after the 1982 Leba- 
in war. however, the anti-occupation move- 
:nt was finally joined by the Zionist left. 

“A factor people are not aware of in Isn 
and abroad is the shift in power balance within 
the ruling class in Israel. Those capitalists who 


rover the 



old Zionist capitalists and bureaucrats. 

demonstrations ot Is 
ted in contradictory 

__ -_estinians’ morale is n 

;er due to the defeat of part of the 25t 
st clearly that they are forced to 
m parts of the occupied lands. Sec- 
rtus of the Israeli Palestinians 
m barely legal and in fear of 
to second class citizens. * 
te disillusioned with the 


“The only short-term solution 
the region is the end of the 1967 occ 
tion acceptable to the majority < 

, a solution to the refugee problem, 
ility for Lsraeli Palestinians. As long < 
uses its power to terrorize the Palestinians 
submission, no stability will be possible. 
In the 60s, Matspen adopted the pi 
the conflict between the Zionist 


be resolved only in a socialist (i.c 

nmunist) Middle East and not simply by 
arrangement between the Israeli Jews; 
Palestinians. Our new group name -I 
diterranean Anarchist Collective - refit 
this. The teim “East of the Mediterranean Sea” 
free from any Zionist Israeli color or Pales- 
lian nationalist one. It is also different' 
Eurocentric terms “Middle East" or “Near E 

(From lutp://surf. to/anarchism) 



Cement Plant Action 


continued from page 4 

employ all sorts of tricks to keep them off our 
friends on the inside. Many probably would have 
gotten organized and prepared to risk arrest (and 
brought reinforcements) if informed that wc 
should plan to do so. Also, if planning had been 
more thorough, a security team including police 
liason. communications people, and jail support 
could have been in place to get our friends out of 
jail quicker, and possibly helped prevent them 
from going in the first place. As it was. a number 
of random, ill-informed supporters (not even 
knowing people's last names or where their IDs 
were) ended up handling the jail support, and our 
friends were stuck in the Suwannee County Jail 
for almost 3 days, subjected to the usual cop 
psychological warfare and thug tactics, including 
a physical assault that led to one woman EFIer 
being charged with felony Battery on an Officer 
(the classic cop tactic — injure you and then 


“going over” to the other side right before our 
eyes. We need to avoid shooting ourselves - and 
our allies - in the feet. 

“JOBS VS. ENVIRONMENT” 

In addition to being labeled "outside agitators.’ 
we were hit with the classic “jobs vs. the envi¬ 
ronment" quagmire. Many people who showed 
up to jeer and threaten us during the arrests were 
working people who expected to gain economi¬ 
cally from the cement plant and related indus¬ 
tries. especially the high-volume trucking needed 
to haul in tires, coal, and other ingredients for the 
process and haul out the finished product. While 
much of the company-line hype about “jobs" is 
easy to see through (i.e. there are only about 80 
positions available at the plant, many of them to 
be Tilled by skilled technicians imported from 
other areas), a lot of the testimony and criticism, 
once spoken calmly, was important and spoke to 
the ki nd of avoidable contradictions the environ¬ 
mental movement often involves itself in. People 


spoke of being desperate for good-paying work, 
and of the plight of the rock haulers - truck driv¬ 
ers who struggle to provide for their families on 
$350/week - who they felt would be the people 
most affected by actions like the EF! roadblock, 
as opposed to folks like Joe Anderson III. CEO 
of Anderson Columbia, who they rightly pointed 
out would feel the blow to his wallet a lot less. 
One older woman expressed her fervent desire 
for job-providing development in the economi¬ 
cally depressed, rural county, saying: "I don't 
want to have to say goodbye to another one of 
my children because they can’t find a job in this 
county!" When pointing out the excellent, non¬ 
polluting opportunities for work in the area’s 
burgeoning “eco-tourism” industry, and the 
possibility that citizens like themselves could 
work to create or attract other kinds of clean, 
regionally appropriate economic activity, some 
of the folks we were talking to threw up their 
hands and said "That’ll never happen! There’s 
no other alternative." 

By playing to this kind of defeatism and these 
nds of concerns on the 
part of workers and the ra¬ 
tal poor, the fat-cat devel¬ 
opers and their political 
lackeys win. By playing 

are over-cdu- 
middlc-class fruit¬ 
'd) no experience in 
world who love 

people’), appealing to 
xenophobia (‘you 
treehuggers don’t live in our 
county; you're outside agi- 

themselves as benevolent 
providers, profiteers and 

and have all poten- 
contradictions neatly 
ewn up. Anyone who 
the lockdown crew 
and the grassroots groups they work with could 
see through this bullshit boss-talk — the 
lockdown crew consisted of a small business 
owner, an organic farmer, a handyman, and an 
itinerant farmworker. all born in the area or had 
spent a significant part of their lives there. But 
most who turned out to support the action - 
with the exception of myself and a few others - 
were college students from Gainesville, and there 
was nothing in the signs we held, the literature 
we handed out. or the slogans spraypainted on 
the trailer that addressed the economic side of 
the issue from the perspective of working people 
or conveyed the regional scope of the problem. 
Most of the information was about the threats to 
the ecosystems of the rivers and springs and hu¬ 
man health that the cement kiln would create. 
Anderson Columbia’s record as a polluter, and 
the dirty politics behind the permit process. Cer¬ 
tainly key issues, but it is incumbent on us to 
continued on page 16 



















Barrio Organizing... 


continued from page 1 


that name. The Brown Berets’ patch - whi 
cross and its slogan La Causa (borrowed from the United Farm 
Workers) - became visible in barrios throughout California. Ini¬ 
tially. the Berets focused on addressing problems facing youth 
using a peaceful, mainstream approach, but. by 1968. adopted the 
militant politics of Chicano liberation. 

ks they became more successful and feared by authoritii 


:n stopped by police. In a climate where cops 
ially took occupying the barrio are taking advantage of ignorance in human 
rights to lock up youth, this information-as-weaponry campaign 
has been a powerful tool. "Understand that the police are the first 
line of defense for the US government." says the NCMC. "The 
police are an occupying army in the barrio!" 

Youth-led organizing has plugged in with older activists to cre¬ 
ate an effective infrastructure of involvement and activism. Youth 
are coming together in barrio-based publishing and work- 


Brown Berets were targets of the FBI ’s COINTELPRO. By 1972. sho P s aimed al lhcir P« re - Gatherings like Escuela Aztldn in Cali- 


many chapters had been infiltrated by various police agencies, 
leading to the arrests of many members and sparking 
between members and chapters. Some fell prey to the n 

lion created by police infiltrators or informants. In whai_ 

controversial development, co-founder and 24-year-old "prime among friends and family; and build a larger barrio rev 
minister" David Sanchez resigned from and. without consulting I 

the central committee or its general membership, dissolved the 
Brown Berets 


neighborhoods and teach about cul¬ 
ture. organizing skills, and political science. The perspectives are 
revolutionary, discussing his^ry and national liberation; a need to 
work outside political offices and take organizing to 


Abajo Con La Torcida 

Some youth get involved with Chicano/Latino prisoner sup¬ 
port. recognizing a colonized people in 
oppressor's jails need support and 


Barrios Under Siege 

Barrios still struggle with battles 
Berets were formed to confront, 
brutality is still an issue. Gang culture 
some a carryover from ties in Mexico 
divides communities. Povert 
tional isolation by 
many ills. Politicians, including 
activists, intent on oppressing the 
munity as well as developers intent 
gentrifying the areas, besiege many b; 
rios. In many barrios, there’s a sense 
betrayal by ’community leaders' 
lively sleeping with the enemy 
ideals they learn aren't applied t( 

Nationalism is still strong in 
rin. Years of lies and a history of 
nialism have demonstrated to Raza 
trusting each other first is often 
if often faulty, policy. However, 
is tempered with a sharp eye to 
Many have sold the community's 
for better political position or favor fron 
the dominant power structure, and bar 
rio organizers arc. more often, criticizing 
the people and politicians for their ac¬ 
tions against the community. To the white left, this brand of ac¬ 
countability strikes at the core of contradictions with revolution¬ 
ary nationalism. For the community, however, thccontradictio 
between words and action; people whotwmCTH^WWImtf 

fail its people are owed suspicion. According to Muni/, supporters, his attorney, and the 

Just as critical to the transformation is the understanding that DEA agents, the arrest of Ramsey Mufiiz has all the markings 
the political system itself targets the community specifically."/ “ “ 


that waged by the Barrio Defense 
on behalf of prisoner Jose 
Avirta, proclaim all Raza captives to 
prisoners of war held by a colonial 

The Chicano-Mexicano Prison Project^ 
the question of political prison- 
piece "Are All Raza Who Arc 
Political Prisoners?” The 
irisoners in three catego- 


up; 2.) "Uncon- 
of Colonialism:" those 
act" and gel locked 
Prisoners of Co¬ 


re look li 

those social problems Chicanos arc really the victims of. If we 
drop out of school, fall into the suicide of drogas (drugs), become 

a prison statistic, or join in the madness of barrio violence, the calls were confirmed as legitimate 
blame is put on us and not on the system that must at ail costs, refused to provide any information on the 
continue to keep.us uneducated, unskilled, poor and disunited." calls.” The DEA claimed hotel employees alerted them to 
The barrio issues aren't much different from issues all the poor suspicious activities, but when interviewed, all employees 
face. Ultimately, what barrio activists are-demanding isn't a great 'here was nothing suspicious about his behavior and they hadnot 
deal different from many populists, or even what the Black Pan- contacted any authorities. 

there stood for: decent jobs, healthcare and housing, an end to a popular high school and Baylor College football star 

police violence and an end to targeting the barrio. Why isn't the and lawyer, twice ran for governor of TX. under LRUP. once in 
revolutionary left reaching out to this segment? And why isn't 1972 and again in I974.caliingfor.amongotherthings.freeeduca- 
this community reaching out to them? lion; breaking up monopolies; fair distribution of wealth: imple- 

Among some barrio activists, thcre's fr sense that Latinos have mentation of equal minority representation in the judicial system; 
a history, politics and value system the while left won't or can't abolishment of capital punishment; passage of the Equal Rights 
understand. White leftists, like the Revolutionary Communist Amendment; removal of tradeembargoes and economic sanctions 
Party, who attempt to co-opt barrio organizations with Anglo against Cuba; and the abolition of the racist Texas Rangers police 
leadership, have stung others. The League of Revolutionary force. ‘The Mexican American and the black communities... don't 
Struggle, a white left-led "revolutionary"group, became heavily V0K because in the past they didn't have a real choice” Mufiiz 


The person the DEA agents were originally pursuing ant 
earlier made a drug deal with, an individual named Donacio 
tel free with no charges filed against him. Juan Gonzalez, 
acquaintance of Mufiiz. rented the car where the cocaine was found. 
Medina asked Mufiiz re drive the car from one location re another 
while Gonzalez followed in another car. The DEA claim; 


th the Raza youth formation Movi 
Chicana/o de Aztldn (MEChA) in California during the 1980s. Party 
The LRS operatives landed key positions in influential MEChA 
chapters and redirected most MEChA activism into the Demo¬ 
cratic Party and supporting "progressive" candidates instead of 
its original calling of uniting students with their barrios. Similarly, 
barrio activists have found their marches, meetings and actions 
overrun by groups looking for recruitment opportunities instead 
of barrio liberation. 

Such patronizing altitudes raise the question of Chicano/Latino 
autonomy. A clear analysis reveals that white-led multinatic 


1972 run. “Our connection with the Democratic 
:n nothing more than a cheap marriage... they have 
betrayed us...Now we are divorcing ourselves from 
the Democratic Party” (United We Win, The Rise and Fall of La 
Raza Unida Party by Ignacio Garda). 

Longtime activist Alvaro Hernddez Luna was sentenced on June 
9. 1997 to 50 years for a police confrontation in Alpine. TX. A 
sheriff went to arrest Hernandez at his home on July 18.1996 on 
a charge of aggravated robbery, which was later dismissed. When 
the unarmed Hernandez questioned the sheriffs abuse of power, 
the officer reportedly drew his weapon. Before he could raise it 


formations.whetherconsciousofitornot.areservingcolonialism and shoot, however. Hernandez disarmed him. At arraignment. 
whentryingtodividebarrioorganizationsandcreating.inMarxist Hernandez condemned the illegal occupation of the Southwest, 
terms, "poles" in the community to put their perspectives above lhe false charges, and asserted his people's inalienable right to self- 
barrio groups. Much of it is window-dressing—using images like defense and to self-determination of oppressed nations. He in- 
Subcomandante Marcos or the Brown Berets, but not supporting voked international law and demanded to be treated as a prisoner 
their vision, or talking about police harassment in the barrio but of war undcrGcneva Convention principlesand other human rights 
really seeking leadership roles in groups representative of the accords. 

Chicano/Latino community. It's no wonder mistrust is so high. Hernandez was the national coordinatorof groups like National 
“The Police Are An Occupying Army” Movement of La Raza and the Ricardo Aldape Guerra Defense 

On the street, youth activists are confronting police brutality Committee, which led the struggle to free a Mexican nationalist 
head-on by informing youth about what they are and aren't legally from dea »! row afler be,n S framcd b >' H °“ ston P° lice for killing a 


cop. From a previous case. Alvaro's snuggle was adopted on Dec. 
9.1990 ai Humer College in New York City by the Special Inter¬ 
national Tribunal on violations of human rights of political prison¬ 
ers and prisoners of war held in US prisons and jails. He was a 
non-governmental organization (NGO) delegate in 1995 before 
the 49th session of the United Nations Commission on Human 
Rights in Geneva. Switzerland. Before the UN General Assembly, 
he condemned the US government's dismal human rights record 
and its human rights violations of US political prisoners. Both 

Where next? 

Where is the Latino liberation movement headed? Mainstream 
studies of Latino politics have tended to reflect a primarily male 
view of political participation and political leadership. As such, 
the understanding of Latino political leadership continues viewing 
leadership as derived from official positions in elected or appointed 
office and in formal organizations. However, trends in Latino com¬ 
munities indicate that concept is expanding to include commu¬ 
nity-based. not solely position-derived, forms of leadership. In 


involvement of Latina women and alliances among the Latin 
Diaspora (e.g., Puerto Ricans. Mexicanos. Cubans. Central and 
South Americans. Dominicans). 

Gentrification is an issue in many barrios, as developers seek 
new places to give young, rich white folks a place to enjoy a taste 
of "Latin flavor." without the Latinos. In San Diego, barrio activ¬ 
ists have consistently turned back efforts by the city and land 
barons to take areas of Barrio Logan, including the historic Chicano 
Park, for development. In other barrios, this has been a losing 
proposition. Houston's Navigation Street barrios near downtown 
jook many hits as the city sought to build Enron Field, a new 
baseball complex, and another downtown stadium initiative, this 
time for basketball, may already be in the works. 

Central to the struggle is the collective ability to control the 
social, political and economic future of the community. Whether 
it’s criminal justice, land or the future of youth, self-determina¬ 
tion. autonomy and justice remain key to needs of barrios across 
the United States. 


Ernesto welcomes comments, criticism and feedback to this ar¬ 
ticle. Please fee! ftee to contact via P.O. Box 667233. Houston, 
TX 77266-7233 or e-mail mayl9@pdq.net 


U'wa... 

continued from page 5 

For people concerned with human rights, the U’wa campaign 
clearly touches on issues that have been integral to anti-global- 

govemment and Oxy's own private troops standing guard, the 
U’wa watch as Occidental drills for oil on their sacred homeland. 
Taking the success of Ihepampaign against Fidelity Investments 
as a cue, concerned activists arc urged to target Occidental's new 
largest shareholder. New Yotk based Sanford C. Bernstein & Co. 
LLC, a subsidiary of Alliance Capital Management L.P. Sanford 
Bernstein deserves the same tenacious harassment as Fidelity 
received, and with assets of over $470 billion and over 20 offices 
worldwide they present an accessible target. 

Anarchists should act in solidarity. We can provide material 
support for the U’wa struggle (i.e. raise money), and raise con¬ 
sciousness here on the importance of defending indigenous 
peoples everywhere and the U'wa in particular from an ongoing 
assault by corporations and their governments. 

TO DONATE FUNDS TO THE U'WA PEOPLE SEND 
CHECK/MONEY ORDER TO: 

Amazon Watch 

115 South Topanga Canyon Blvd 

Toponga Canyon, CA 90290 _ 























men; demands which are nearly all reflected in 
the EZLN's Women's Law. 

Another important change in women's roles 
that led to the development of the EZLN's 
Women's Law was the growth of the EZLN it¬ 
self. and the role of women in it. While the afore¬ 
mentioned changing ideas and conditions of and 
for women in Chiapas provide ample reason why 
women might want to join the EZLN. Zapatista 
commander Ramona explains why succinctly: 
"Women have been the most exploited. .. We 
get up at three in the morning to prepare com for 
our husband's breakfast and we don't rest until 
late at night. If there is not enough food we give it 
to our children and our husbands first. So the 
women now have decided to take up arms and 
become Zapatistas.'" According to Major Ana 
Maria in an interview from 1994. when the early 
members of the EZLN went out to recruit mem¬ 
bers. the villages "...saw that women can do 
things. That women can organize themselves, and 
that they can do other things other than what 
they do in their houses and their homes. Women 
have the capability of doing other kinds of work 
as well. Ahd then women started to enter the 
Army.” Once they got into the EZLN, tells Cap¬ 
tain Irma.. .everything changes. Here men and 
women are the same...they don't say that be¬ 
cause we are women we can't have a rank. 

To be a woman soldier in the EZLN. claims 

Millan. is to be in ". ..an exceptional situation in 
which women, as Marcos says, 'have had to stop 
being women to become soldiers.' but in which 
they can also step from that negation of' being a 
woman' towards finding a new norm of feminin- 

continued on page 17 


mand: "the right to participate in the revolution¬ 
ary struggle to the extent their will and capacity 
allows them; to work and receive fair wages; to 
decide on the number of children they can have 
and take care of: to have posts of responsibility 
and to be allowed to participate in the running of 
the community; to the right to health and educa¬ 
tion; to the right to marry the partner ot their 
choice and to not be forced into an arranged mar¬ 
riage' to not be the victims of any kind of vio¬ 
lence’. and finally, to the right to positions of 
leadership within the revolutionary fuicc.-,." 

While for women of "advanced” countries 
these demands may not look very revolutionary 
(although US women certainly have yet to achieve 
many of them), for the Indigenous communities 
of Chiapas they certainly are. Even male EZLN 
troops did not take to the Women s Law imme¬ 
diately. as demonstrated by the reaction of one 
male CCRI-CG delegate to the announcement, in 
Spanish, of the Law: “the good thing is that my 
woman doesn't understand Spanish." However, 
a woman delegate who happened to be seated 
within earshot of this companero put him in his 
place, retorting: " You're screwed anyway, be¬ 
cause we are going to translate (the Women s 
Law] into all the dialects." And they did. 

While the passing of the Women's Law oc¬ 
curred in a matter of minutes, the process that 
brought the possibility of the law into being was 
years, even decades, in the making. One major 
component in the formulation of the laws was 
lhe How of ideas into Chiapas over the previous 
twenty-five years or so; ideas that challenged 
(and continue to challenge) the basic premise of 
what a woman's role should be in the context of 
Southeastern Mexico. The seeds for these new 
ideas were planted in Chiapas in the 1970s. when 
women began creating their own Christian, arti¬ 
san. and even women-based organizations began 
formulating specific demands for women within 
those organizations. These organizations pro¬ 
vided the channels through which university and 
non-governmental organization (NGO) women 


Dealing With Sexual Assault in Activism 

tu Chelsea Lincoln 


By Chelsea Lincoln 

Sexual assault in the activist community is a serious issue often not 
aonroached What do we do when we find a womyn has been sexually 
assaulted? How do we support her? How do we handle the situation? 
What do we do with the man guilty of such actions? How can men take 
responsibility for such actions? How does the community make sure such 
responsibilities are accounted for? 

This issue is not confined to the activist community, of course, but as 
activists, we have a responsibility to deal with these incidents to ensure 
womyn arc cared for and men are held accountable - by womyn and men. 

I first heard a conversation about sexual assault at the 'End Coiporate 
Dominance" conference in Portland a few years ago. A womyn spoke of 
an incident between herself and an activist man and how the community 
dealt with the incident: they beat him and wouldn t afiow him back in o 
the community. The womyn didn't feci this was the best way to deal with 
the situation because the man could find a different community and violate 
other unsuspecting womyn. 

This past spring, 1 found out that a man who sexually assaulted a friend 
was coming to the Eugene Active Existence, a “7 Week Revolt of discus¬ 
sions. workshops, protests and more. 1 freaked out. 1 talked to womyn 
around me and no one was comfortable with his presence. I pul up signs 
Ground town warning womyn of his actions Then. 1 talked about die 
situation in a womyn's discussion group about everyday patriarchy. 

Through the discussion, we concluded that, since the ones affected, 
womyn should decide how this issue should be dealt with. Men needed1 to 
support our decision. 1 mentioned what the womyn «thc End Corporate 
Dominance Conference shared, and we agreed on the need for a better 
network of ideas and education in activist communities, as well as commu¬ 
nities in general, to not only deal with men guilty of such sexual assault 
and harassment, but the prevention of such behavior as well. 

We were not his community. We had enough people to deal with in our 
own community. He was not welcome to violate our space, bring back 
painful memories for some womyn. create an >invafe s. , ua..on and ton* 
fear to the community. He was to be approached - and told to LEAVE. 

The idea was great. Unfortunately, the issue wasn i d'scussed earl^ 
We should have taken more time to discuss and prepare. I brought up the 
issue at a "Sexism Within the Movement" discussion with men and womyn 
present. I was saddened by the response after such a strong womyn s 
discussion earlier. Mostly men - and some womyn - ^'nanded more 
V details. Was she raped? How bad was it? Was he physically violent. 


When 1 first heard of this incident, l told the womyn I supported her; 

I didn't demand she tell her horrifying account. I knew all 1 needed to. Her 
experience is her personal story and 1 didn’t need to violate this to take a 

stand. But when I told people this, they still demanded more. 

Then the confrontation happened. The man came to a workshop the 
next day and I pointed him out to people. All the womyn at the discus¬ 
sion »ot up to talk to the man. They told him their feelings - because 
feelings do have a very strong part in activism and life. The 
him he wasn't wanted in town and why. Random womyn off the street, 
when told of what this man represented, expressed their experiences and 
pain of sexual assault to him - assuring him he was not wanted in town. 
Men tried to talk with him, educate him. While 1 understand the need for 
this, I didn't feel it was the responsibility of the town; our safety was at 
stake. Men were told to support us and stand behind us. Some knew what - 
to do, others did not. He eventually agreed to leave town. 

We then talked about the confrontation as a group. Although some men 
truly were trying to help by trying to reason and talk with the man. they 
were not supporting the womyn and were told so. We expressed the need 
to resolve how to deal with this type of situation before another incident 
happens, so womyn’s voices will not be questioned by men of their own 
community. It was a very difficult issue. . , 

The man was hid in town through the rest of 'Revolt. What kind of 
“Revolt" 1 allows a sexual assaulter to roam our streets, thus validating his 
pas. (and possibly present and future) behavior? What “Revolt” puts 
womyn's safely on hold because it didn't receive enough details or wanted 
to know how bad it was? No "Revolt” I would support or be a part ot. 

When a man later came to town with more information abouuh.s 
incident and shared the womyn's experience, people were appalled. They 
didn't know it was so bad. They shouldn't have to know - they should 
instead trust the word of a womyn over a man in situations such as this. 

Both good and bad came out of the experience. There were so many 
strong womyn activists supporting one another, which made an amazing 
statement. Some men learned more on how to handle such 'ssucs.Hopc- 
fully, some learned to mist more when a womyn speaks of sexual assault 

and not harass her for details. 

This is how womyn here handled the situation. Womyn elsewhere 
might choose atotally different route, but this issue is serious ^d mjisl be 
dealt with by everyone. Perhaps this experience can help you deal with 
any incidents within your community. 


Chelsea can be contacted at PO Box 175, Corvalis OR 97339 


By Jenny Cassel 

For the majority of people who have heard of 
the Zapatista Army of National Liberation 
(EZLN) of Chiapas. Mexico, the first Zapatista 
uprising occurred on January 1st. 1994. when 
the Zapatistas seized control of various major 

Zapatista spokesperson Subcomandante 
Marcos, however, that is not the case. 
"...The first uprising of 
the EZLN." reports 
Marcos, "was in March of 
1993. and it was led by the 
Zapatista women. They 
won. with no casualties." 

This “first uprising" was at 
tually the passing, by t 
EZLN's Clandestine Revolution¬ 
ary Indigenous Committee-Gen¬ 
eral Command (CCRI-CG), of the 
Revolutionary Women's Law. 
which demanded rights 
for women that many of 
- the indigenous women c 

the EZLN and its “base cc 

had never before enjoyed. Created fror 
proposals that wove together t 
thoughts of thousands of indigenous 
women, the Women s Law broke down gender 
barriers, denounced oppressive traditions, and 
called for the reformulation of gender roles both 
inside and outside the communities. Most im¬ 
portantly it demanded an active role for women 
in this process, insisting that women play an 
active role in governing not only their lives and 
communities, but others' - throughout Mexico 
and the world. 

In the Women's Law. Zapatista women de- 


could later encourage local women to continue to 
challenge the structures of domination that have 
historically left them relatively powerless in fam¬ 
ily and community relations. According to Mexi¬ 
can sociologist Margara Millan. the work done 
by university and NGO women helped to in¬ 
spire Indigenous women to ",. .[takel up tasks in 
the public sphere through cooperatives, as health 
promoters, in village banks'." and other organiza¬ 
tions. in which they have "...had 
to negotiate directly with the au¬ 
thorities. Little by little, all this 
has changed women's posi- 
n the community and 
provided them with a se¬ 
ries of experiences which 
have created the space 
for developing their 



i Chiapas, much of the impetus for the 
Zapatista 'Women s Law derives from the chang¬ 
ing socioeconomic conditions in the state over 
the past few decades. Arguably the most impor¬ 
tant change in these conditions was the mass 
migration of young indigenous from the High¬ 
lands to the Lacandon jungle of eastern Chiapas 
beginning in the 1950s. Frustrated by the lack of 
land available in highland communities for them 
to farm, young men and women took their fami¬ 


lies to the Lacandon jungle, and by 1990. the 
population of Mexico's so-called “last frontier" 
had grown to approximately 300.000 people of 
diverse (but mainly indigenous) backgrounds. 
With so many people occupying not very much 
space, the young migrants of many distinct 
ethnicities and religions found it necessary to 
interact-and with those interactions, new roles 
were created. Millan explains. "What has been 
happening in Chiapas is very like a huge social 
laboratory, combining many elements: a broad 
gamut of inter-indigenous mixes, together with 
leftist and progressive ecclesiastic ideologies, .all 
rooted in the defense and reconstruction of the 
communities. A very important part of this pro¬ 
cess has been the construction of new spaces of 
identity, where indigenous men and women are 
changing their forms and cultures. As women 
"change their forms and cultures" and become 
increasingly involved in the governing and orga¬ 
nizing of their communities, they are also involv¬ 
ing themselves more and more in the fight against 
the neo-liberal economic policies implemented in 
Mexico since 1982. And as women become more 
and more active in the resistance to such policies, 
they take advantage of the activist environment 
to push their own. gender-based demands as well: 

Indigenous women from Chiapas, while sup¬ 
porting and mobilizing around community and 
ethnic demands like the struggle for land, justice 
and democracy also began to put forward gender 
demands: democratic relations within the family, 
the community and the organizations themselves: 
their participation as women in decision making 
in communal and organizational bodies: the right 
to inherit land: the right to decide when and whom 
they marry; the right to work and study and. 
when in a position of power, to be respected by 
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Refuse Dependence! Resist Attack! 

Women and Self-Defense 


For All My Sisters... 


By Laura Whitehorn 


ne the indelible memory of 


By Angela Beallor 

“The act itself, of teaching self defense within 
the community, should be looked at as a 
revolutionary means of empowerment. 
“There is danger infighting... there is also 
danger in not fighting. 

As a woman in this society. 1 have been taught 
two very important lessons. The first comes in 
the stories that I hear most every day about la 
friend, a sister, an aunt, a lover, a mother, a grand¬ 
mother...] who was raped/attacked/bcaten. I can¬ 
not keep track anymore of all the women in my 
life who have been very personally touched by 
sexual assault and domestic violence. These—in 
conjunction with what I have faced 
my life—pound in r 

my life... and tell mt 

anytime I step outside my 
door, walk alone, sleep in my 
bed. do most anything. I could 
be attacked. This fear bounds 
me and controls all of my actions. 

The second lesson \ 
women—depending upon their 
cultural background and economic 
class—but docs affect most women 
one way or another. As women are “the weaker" 
half of humanity, we are often forced to be de¬ 
pendent upon others to protect us. Being able to 
protect oneself is not a part of being a woman 
and we are often socialized to not consider this a 
part of our life skills. 

When I became involved in politics seven years 
ago. I began to seriously challenge the first les¬ 
son. While women now face sexual assault and 
domestic violence, it doesn’t have to be that way. 
I do not want to live in fear and I do not want my 
[friend, sister, aunt, lover, mother, grand¬ 
mother...) to live in fear. I got involved with 
work to educate about sexual assault and domes¬ 
tic violence and to challenge men to get involved 

But then what about the second lesson? I be¬ 
gan to challenge the assumption that women had 
to be dependent upon men and that women had 
to live in fear and the police and government 
were there to protect the populace. I began to 
realize that everyone should know how to de¬ 
fend and protect themselves. As women, we 
need to learn how to protect ourselves from sexual 


assault and domestic violence. As people, we 
must learn to protect themselves from any at¬ 
tack. As human beings working towards libera¬ 
tion. we must not be dependent upon the police 
and the government to protect us. Learning self- 
defense is an important step we can all take for 
personal and political reasons. 

Self-defense is multi-faceted, including intu¬ 
ition, confidence and assertiveness. Learning to 
defend ourselves begins with trusting ourselves 
to know when we feel unsafe, feeling worthy to 
defend ourselves and learning to speak up and 
assert ourselves. Self-defense is armed and un¬ 
armed. It is a challenge for many women to begin 
self-defense because we are socialized to not be 
confident, assertive or 


I stand at the verge of a shift from one commu- Dylcia sitting on a tall stool, splattered with clay. 


nily to another - from behind the walls to 


sculpting Taino designs or a goddess with hair of 
copper and beads. Of Lucy Rodrigues, bent over 
a potter's wheel, balancing firmness and light¬ 
ness of touch to raise a delicate bowl from a lump 
the past 14 years. I have been a political prisoner of recycled clay. I will see again and again Linda 

in federal prison. Now I’m about to released. and Carmen patching scraps of fabric into spec- 

I am the fortunate one - my codefendants re- tacular quilts and helping each other painstak- 
main in prison, having received longer sentences ingly to baste and quill them, 
for additional charges. I should be feeling nothing All of the women political prisoners have 
but exhilaration and joy. yet I find myself full of fought hard for a very long time for the ability to 
relentless sorrow as I envision myself walking create beauty out of the numbing sameness of 


artwork travels to 
as a gift from a friend. Crafted from re¬ 
cycled scraps and art supplies gather with diffi- 


more than 15 women political prisoners. 

Some of these political prisoners havi 
tences of 80 years and more - the price of i 
ingcolonialism and racism- and lacking a power- culty over the years, these works carry 
‘ r radical change in this country, sage: 

shrouded in Several of us are out lesbians: 

mists of distant 



Over a year ago. 
to a shoocing range for the first 

ie' Tha3 never touched a gun 
ts always bothered by the ex¬ 
gun in my parents' house. It was 
hard to think of wielding so much power in my 
hands. I did/do not like guns but I recognized the 
importanceofleaminghowtouseone. I watched 
as others shot their guns and attempted to build 
up the courage to try it myself. Once I did. I 
approached the gun timidly and with much trepi¬ 
dation. I squeezed the trigger and squeezed my 
eyes as I fired at the target downrange. Then. I 
sat the gun down, walked away and attempted to 
hide the tcars*that had collected in my eyes. 

While I was scared to fire a gun. my fear of 
being raped was greater. It was hard at first for 
me to be assertive with the gun—aggressively 
standing, poised to use the gun. Imagining the 
target downrange as a potential attacker, how¬ 
ever. helped me to gain confidence and 
assertiveness with the weapon. While 1 was not 
very comfortable with the idea of firing a weapon. 
I was less comfortable with the idea of being a 
victim of sexual assault. 

With the high rates of violence against women. 

continued on page 16 


Men Hijack Gender Conf. 


By Jessica Hardy 

The Florida Radical Activist Network (FR AN) 
held a Gender Liberation Conference in early 
December in Orlando, Florida. The conference 
was intended to deal with issues of sexism within 
FRAN and the activist movement in general. 
Instead of addressing sexism within the activist 
community, the conference perpetuated that very 
sexism. Again, women were pushed into the role 
of teacher and nurturer. Again, men were the fo¬ 
cus. Again, women felt disempowered and frus¬ 
trated. Again, activist men were self-congratula¬ 
tory. content in the fact that they were at least 
better than mainstream men. The men shifted the 
focus from sexism in the movement to their own 
gender role socialization and how that affected 

Near the beginning of the conference, women 
and men tdok turns telling each other what each 
needed the other sex to know and what their 
feelings were about the other sex. Most of the 
men’s comments centered on the help they needed 


position of the “nurturer." expected to help the 
men deal with their subjugation of women. We 
were reminded that we would need to continu¬ 
ally repeal our calls for freedom and not to be too 


i the Vietnam' 

and’nTacir'Panther Party; and from the anti-im¬ 
perialist peace movement. We were once active 
members of your communities. Several of us are 
out lesbians; all of us are strong women. 

I leave behind six of these women at FCI Dublin. 

I leave behind a family, a web of support among 
women who have fought side by side every day 
for years and years - watching one another age. 
seeing our children grow to adulthood, but resist¬ 
ing the slow death of mind, body and soul that 
prison tries to effect. I leave behind six sisters 
working to maintain their active relationships to 
friends, family and political comrades on the out¬ 
side. refusing to allow the government to silence 
and isolate them in these cold cells. 

I will carry with me the image of Carmen 
Valentin waiting on 19 years' worth of lines to 
use the telephone to raise first her son (who was 
nine years old when Carmen was arrested in 1980), 
and now her granddaughter. I can close my eyes 
and picture Marilyn Buck and Linda Evans writ¬ 
ing long letters, engaging in discussion as best 
they can with activists on the street and political 
prisoners in other prisons and other countries. I 
will always see. in my memory. Carmen, Alicia 
Rodriguez and Dylcia Pagan on the phone, speak- 
ing - through the miracle of modem technology 
00 directly to a rally in Washington. DC sup¬ 
porting their petition for release, taking turns in 
the stuffy prison phone booth, backs straight, 
shoulders squared, voices clear, heroines of the 
independence Movement. 


ing at 5 am to tutor a young woman who longs to 
pass the GED exam but is having trouble with 
math; of Linda embracing a women who has just 
learned she has hepatitis C or HIV. and explain¬ 
ing gently to her what the test results mean; of 
Carmen drawing out the connection between 
Puerto Rican Independence and Kujichagulia to a 
Kwanzaa gathering; of Dylcia patiently teaching 
block printing in English and Spanish; of Lucy 
enthusiastically demonstrating a yoga prose to a 
roomful of women seeking inner peace. 

I will remember countless games of Scrabble 
with Marilyn frowning skeptically as I tried to 
convince her that ’’T-AL-E-F-I-N” was a 
lefitimate seven-letter word meaning “end of the 
story.” I will carry in my crazed sports-fan’s 
heart the image of Alicia poised on the edge of a 
hard, plastic chair, watching Michael Jordan lead 
her beloved Bulls to yet another victory - and 
her sympathetic pat on my shoulder to ease my 
anguish in final seconds of a Knicks loss. 

I will hold in my mind glimpses of Marilyn. 
Alicia, Lucy and Linda poring over college text¬ 
books, trying to complete mountains of work to 
earn their degrees, studyi ng amidst massive over¬ 
crowding. ceaseless noise, unending interrup¬ 
tions. no space, no desk, sometimes not even 
any paper - but consistently excelling in their 
studies, growing to resist diminishing, asserting 
their human intelligence to resist stagnating. 

continued on page 17 


After this exercise, women and men moved 
into separate groups. The women addressed the 
very real and specific ways in which sexism af¬ 
fected their everyday lives, both out of and within 
the activist movement. The men began a process 
of gender,healing. discussing the ways society 
forced upon them "masculine" archetypes. When 
the men and women regrouped, the teary-eyed 
faces of the men were thrust upon us. The facili- 

had gone “very deep" and were extremely vul¬ 
nerable. In the activities that followed, the men 
repeatedly compared their "oppression" to ours. 

The first day of the conference left the women 
feeling, for the most part, angry and dissatisfied. 

continued on page 16 




































★ THEORY ★ 


Capitalism, Private 
Property, and the State! 


By Lorenzo Kom’boa Ervin 

The existence of the State and Capitalism are 
rationalized by their apologists as being a "nec¬ 
essary evil" due to the alleged inability of the 
greater part of the population to run their own 
affairs and those of society, as well as being their 
protection against crime and violence. Anarchists 
realize that quite the contrary, the principle bar¬ 
riers to a free society ate the Slate and the insti¬ 
tution of private property. It is the Slate which 
causes war. police repression, and other forms of 
violence, and it is private property -the lack of 
equal distribution of major social wealth-which 
causes crime and deprivation. 

But what is the State? The Slate is a political 
abstraction, a hierarchical institution by which 
privileged elite strives to dominate the vast m: 
jorily of people. The State's mechanisms in¬ 
clude a group of institutions containing legis¬ 
lative assemblies, the civil 
service bureaucracy, the 

military and police 
forces, the judiciary and 
prisons, and the sub-cen¬ 
tral State apparatus. The 
government is the admin¬ 
istrative vehicle to run the 
State. The purpose of this 
specific set of institutions, 
which are the expressions 
of authority in Capitalist • 
societies (and so-called 
"Socialist States"), is th 


people by a privileged class, the 
rich in Capitalist societies, and 
the so-called Communist Party in 
State Socialist or Communist sociu 
ies like the former USSR. 

However, the State itself is always 
elitist position structure between the rul 
the ruled, otder-givers and order-takers, and eco¬ 
nomic haves and have-nots. The Stale s elite is 
not just the rich and super-rich, but also those 
persons who assume State positions of author¬ 
ity -politicians and judicial officials. Thus the 
State bureaucracy itself, in terms of its relation 
to ideological property, can become an elite class 
in its own right. This administrative elite class of 
the State is developed not just through the dis¬ 
pensing of privileges by the economic elite, but 
as well by the separation of private and public 
life -the family unit and civil society respec¬ 
tively -and by the opposition between and indi¬ 
vidual family and the larger society. It is sheer 
opportunism brought on by Capitalist competi¬ 
tion and alienation. It is a breeding ground for 
agents of the state. 

The existence of the State and a ruling class, 
based on the exploitation and oppression of the 
working class are inseparable. Domination and 
exploitation go hand-in-hand, and in fact this 
oppression is not possible without force and vio¬ 
lent authority. This is why Anarchist-Commu¬ 



nists argue that any attempt to use Slate power 
as a means of establishing a free, egalitarian soci¬ 
ety can only be self-defeating, because the habits 
of commanding and exploiting becomes ends in 
themselves. This was proven with the Bofche- 
viks in the Russian Revolution (1917-1921). The 
fact is that officials of the "Communist" State 
accumulate political power much as the Capital¬ 
ist class accumulate economic wealth. Those who 
govern from a distinct group whose only interest 
is the retention of political control, by any means 
at their disposal. But the institution of Capitalist 
property, moreover, permits a minority of the 
population to control and to regulate access to. 
and the use of. all socially produced wealth and 
natural resources. You have to pay for the 
• • atcr. and fresh air -to some giant 

ity company or real estate firm. 

~ ’, controlling group may be a sepa- 

onomic class or the State itself. 

in either case the institution of 
-operty leads to a set of social 
and economic relations. Capi- 
lalism. in which a small sec¬ 
tor of society reaps enor¬ 
mous benefits and privi¬ 
leges at the expense of 
the laboring major¬ 
ity. The Capitalist 
economy is 
based, not upon 
fulfilling the 
needs of everyone, 
but upon massing 
'r profit for a few. Both 
Capitalism and the State 
| must be attacked and over¬ 
thrown. not one or the other, 
r one. then the other -because 
I of cither will not ensure the 
of both, pa wn »g h„CapUalis» l 

and the Stale! 

No doubt, some workers will mistake what I 
am saying as a threat to their personally accumu¬ 
lated properly. No, Anarchists recognize the dis¬ 
tinction between personal possessions and ma¬ 
jor Capitalistic property. Capitalistic property 
is that which has as its basic characteristic and 
purpose the command of other people's labor 
pow er because or its exchange value. The institu¬ 
tion of property conditions the development of 
a set ol social and economic relations which has 
established Capitalism, and the classic scenario 
of Capital exploiting labor. 

Where there is a high social division of labor 
and complex industrial organization, money is 
necessary to perform transactions. It is not sim¬ 
ply that this money is legal tender, and it is used 
in place of direct barter goods, that is not what 
we are limited to here: Capital is money, but 
money as process which reproduces and increases 
its value. Capital arises only when the owner of 
the means of production finds workers on the 
market as sellers of their own labor power. Capi¬ 
talism developed as the form of private property 


Tools for White Guys Working 
for Social Change 

and other people socialized in a society based on domination 

By Chris Crass Developing respect and solidarity across race. 

1 Notice who’s at meetings - how many men, class, gender and sexuality is complex anddiffi- 
Lw many woml. how many white people, cult, but absolutely critical - and hberatmg. 
how many people of color, is it majority het- . . 

erosexual? Are there out queers? What are 9. Be aware of how often you ask people to do 
people’s class backgrounds? Don’t assume to something as opposed to ask.ng other people 
know people, but also work at being more "what needs to be doneT 

10. Think about and struggle with the saying. 
2a. Count how many times you speak and keep "You will be needed in the movement when you 
track of how long you speak. realize that you are not needed in the move- 


X Be conscious of how ofien you are actively 
listening to what other people are saying as 
opposed to just waiting your turn and/or think- 
iout what you’ll say next. 


6. Practice supporting people by asking thei 
to expand on ideas and get more in-depth, tx 
fore you decide to support the idea or no 


8. Practice askmg more people what they think 

about meetings, ideas, actions, strategy and vi¬ 
sion. White guys tend to talk amongst them¬ 
selves and develop strong bonds that manifest 
in organizing. This creates an internal organiz¬ 
ing culture that is alienating for most people. 


11. Struggle with and work with the model of 
group leadership that says that the responsibil¬ 
ity of leaders is to help develop more leaders, 
and think about what this means to you. 

12. Remember that social change is a process, 
and that our individual transformation and indi¬ 
vidual liberation is intimately interconnected 
with social transformation and social liberation. 
Life is profoundly complex and there are many 
contradictions. Remember that the path wc 
travel is guided by love, dignity and respect - 
even when it is bumpy and difficult to navigate. 

13. This list is not limited to white guys, nor is 
it intended to reduce all white guys into one 

i category. This list is intended to disrupt pat- 
terns of domination which hurt our movement 
and hurt each other. White guys have a lot of 
w ork to do. but it is the kind of work that makes 
i life worth living. 

14. Day-to-day patterns of domination are the 
; glue that maintain systems of domination. The 

struggle against capitalism, white supremacy, 
patriarchy, hetero sexism and the state, is also 

the struggle towards collective liberation. 

15. No one is free until all of us are free. 


which shifted from the rural, agricultural style to 

the urban, factory style of labor. Capitalism cen¬ 
tralizes the instruments of production and brings 
individuals closely alongside others in a disci¬ 
plined workforce. Capitalism is industrialized 
commodity production, which makes goods for 
profit, not for social needs. This is a special dis¬ 
tinction in Capital. Capital alone. 

We may understand Capitalists, on the basis 
of our observations, as Capital endowed with 
will and consciousness. That is, as they acquire 
capital, and function as an elite, moneyed class 
with enough financial and political power to rule 
society. Further, that accumulated capital is 
money, and with it they control the means of 
production defined as the mills, mines, factories, 
land, water, energy and other natural resources. 


and the rich know that this is their property. 

They don't need ideological pretensions, and are 
under no illusions about "public property." 

An economy, such as the one we have briefly 
sketched, is not based on fulfilling the needs of 
everyone in society, but instead based on the 
accumulation of profits for the few. who live in 
partial luxury as a leisure class, while the work¬ 
ers live in either poverty or one or two pay- 
checks away from it. You see. therefore, that 
doing away with government also signifies the 
abolition of monopoly and personal ownership 
of the means of production and distribution. 


This article is taken from Lorenzo Kom'boa 
Ervin's book Anarchism and the Black Revolu¬ 
tion. Contact him at komboa@hotmail.com 
































★ RECLAIMING OUR HISTORY ★ 


Kuwasi Balagoon 


By Shawn O’Hern 

We define ourselves as 


of racism, slavery, exploitation, and poverty that 
; Anarchists because wc people of color have experienced in the U.S. The 

ist realistic and judge refused to let him finish reading hi 
ment and Kuwasi was sentenced to life in, 
Kuwasi Balagoon died Dec. 13.1986 of AIDS- 
related pneumonia while imprisoned at NY State 
Penn, in Auburn, 9 days before his 40"' birthday. 
Mass Organizing and Direct Action 
Kuwasi Balagoon was an Anarchist. In his ar¬ 
ticle "Anarchy Can't Fight Alone." he states 
“Of all ideologies. Anarchy is the one that ad- 
■nents and Anarchists of dresses liberty and egalitarian relations in a rcal- 
the past and learn the lessons of their snuggles. istic and ultimate fashion." Kuwasi's most fa- 

A Revolutionary Life mous quote is the following paragraph from the 

Kuwasi Balagoon was a determined soldier in same article, 
the movement for Black liberation. His comrade. “We permit people of other ideologies to de- 
Black Liberation Army Political Prisoner or War fine Anarchy rather than bring our views to the 
Sundiata Acoli calls him a "natural rebel" and a masses and provide models to show the contrary. 

"wild man" with "the heart of a gunfighter." Bom We permit corporations to not only lay offwork- 

on Sunday, a poem about Kuwasi by Anti-lmpe- ers and to threaten their salaries, but to poison 
rialist Political Prisoner David Gi"- ' “ ' 


practical philosophy fo 
and oppression in our society as well as a fr 
work on which to build a new world. Our tt 
ment. however, is small and has little, if 
influence outside of already marginalized subcul¬ 
tures. How do we move forward? How ca 
make our ideas relevant beyond the narrow 
fines of our movement today? One suggestion is 


ts. "He'd dodged a lot of bullets, 
caught a couple too." Both Sundiata' 
eulogy and Gilbert's poem also 
speak to Kuwasi's gentle side. I 
love of poetry, and his undying 
love for his people. Kuwasi's 
trial statement is a testimony 
to the depth of his.understand- 
ing of oppression and to his 
commitment to confront it. Love 
for oppressed people guided his 
actions and led him to a life¬ 
long struggle against white su¬ 
premacy and capitalism. 

Kuwasi Balagoon was born in 
Lakeland. Maryland on Dec. 22. 

1946. At the age of 17. he enlisted 
in the Army where he witnessed rac 


mil the police, Klan, and Nazis 
to terrorize whatever sector of 
the population they wish 
without repaying them 
back in any kirnL In short, 
by not engaging in mass 
organizing and deliver¬ 
ing war to oppressors, 



writings emphasize 
the importance of 
mass organizing and 
ion. Direct 
action’ in the broader 
sense of the term encom¬ 
passing such 
squatting, community gar¬ 
dening. and clothing exchanges 
that “deliver war to the oppres¬ 
sors." The basis of direct action is to achieve our 
our own activity rather then rely 


Lucy Parsons 


radicals believed a woman's place was ii 

Early Life 

Little is known about her early lif 
African, Native American, and M 
try. Shew; 


town looking for Anarchists and radicals. Al¬ 
though not at Haymarket Square that day. Albert 
was one of eight men accused of the bombing. 
He went into hiding until the first trial date, when 
he turned himself in. 

During this period. Lucy was under constant 
surveillance by thi 


1853. and her dcr Ihe slightest suspicions that she knew th 
probably slaves. To disguise her whereabouts of her husband. Although Lucy was 
racial origins in a prejudiced society. Lucy used a ,hreal lo lhe s,atus quo. she was never charged 
many surnames. She often went by Lucy with conspiracy in the bombing because authori- 
Gonzalcs. denying her African roots, claiming c ~'~ ‘ 1 “‘ ' 


voters and 
and threatened with lynching.l 
— ' threatened be-l 


felt that if 

men it would decrease the chance of the men 
receiving the death penalty. 

Don’t Mourn...Organize! 

In October, 1887. after a lengthy unjust trial, 
the men were sentenced to death by hanging; 
eventually, one man committed suicide in prison, 
two were given life sentences, and one received 
fifteen years imprisonment in an appeal. Lucy, 
stricken with anger and pride that her husband 
would die for his beliefs, headed a campaign for 
had worked registering Black clemency. She toured, distributing information 
about the trial an d gathering funds. Everywhere 
greeted by 


ican heritage caused her dark 
Around 1870, while living with former slave 
Oliver Gathings, Lucy met Albert Parsons, who 
would soon become her husband. Their marriage, 
however, wasn't legal, since laws at the time 
forbid marriage or cohabitation between white 
people and members of other races. 

In 1872, with the South under repressive Jim 
Crow segregation laws, Lucy and Albert were 
forced to leave Texas due 


njenrof Black and Chicano soldiers by 1 
white officers and soldiers. In his trial statement, to armed actions that "deliver wt 

Kuwasi tells us of "seeing countless New 
Afrikan* and Mexican GIs dishonorably dis¬ 
charged after serving 34 months of a 36-month 
enlistment and being stigmatized for life and de¬ 
nied employment and the right to vote for what 
white GIs were reprimanded for." This especially 
harsh treatment reserved for people of color while 
whites got slapped on the wrist reinforced what 
Kuwasi already knew; that the US government is 
racist to the core. He left the military and moved 
to New York City where he became a tenant 
organizer. He worked organizing i 
ping evictions, representing tenants in coui 
is. and facing off City Marshals wl 




In 1968. Kuwasi joined the NYC Chapter of 


direct action to provide living examples of Anar¬ 
chist ideals in practice. Ki 
must support in words and actions, self-deter¬ 
mination and self-defense for third world people" 
here in the US and internationally. 

Kuwasi believed in building a mass movement 
to topple the racist capitalist system. A move¬ 
ment of revolutionary militants that worked dili¬ 
gently in oppressed communities. A movement 
that not only confronted all systems of domina¬ 
tion but also set out to build alternatives. Lorenzo 
Komboa Ervin called this creating "dual power 
" in his book Anarchism and the Bit 


movement in general - and the Black Panthers in 
particular-r 


directly satisfy our needs and wants. Ervin 
some revolutionaries went goes on to say. “Building consciousness and revo- 

avoid bogus charges and frame- lutionary culture means taking on realistic day- 
the to-day issues, like hunger. I 


wo years later when all 21 and housing, joblessness, transportation and other 
defendants were found not guilty of all charges, issues." It follows that the alternatives w< 


the armed, underground wing of the Black libera- tory decision-making, 
tion movement. They carried out such actions as ★★ 

robberies to fund the movement, engaging in gun- In the last year. Anarch 
fights with the police, and conducting a guerilla into homes, hearts, and n 


Kuwasi was captured and spent most of the 
late 70's in prison. Living up to his reputation, 
the “wild man" escaped from prison twice. His 
final arrest was in Dec. 1981 charged with par¬ 
ticipating in the expropriation of a Brinks ar- 
mored car in Nyack, NY on Oct. 21,1981. Two 
officers were killed and several people arrested. 

In court. Kuwasi upheld a prisoner-of-war 
position, openly acknowledging t 


ize this opportunity to 
have an impact on those most in need of real 
change? Will we sow the seeds of revolutionary 
transformation in those communities most af¬ 
fected by the government's abusive power and 

chists in name only?" 


Lucy and Albert arrived 
Chicago in 1873. where Albert 
found a job as a printer for I 
Chicago Times. This wa! 
difficult time for worki 
people, especially in industr 
ike Chicago, because the 

on. leaving millions un¬ 
employed. The Contract La¬ 
bor Law of 1864 allowed 
American businesses to con¬ 
tract and bring in immigrant la¬ 
borers. A large, unskilled poolj 
of workers grew in Chicago.) 


o the Lotted Sues mas 

Inspirations and Actions 



td police 


es of the convicted men. Lucy 

ior movement. The leadership 
of the Knights of Labor took a 
stand against Ihe Haymarket ac¬ 
tivists. Terence Powderly, 
leader of the Knights, who had 
lassive approach to labor 
lggle. felt the government 

them. Though lacking suppon 
from the Knights. Lucy contin¬ 
ued her speaking tour, gaining 


When Lucy brought her two 
children to see their father one last time, she and 
her kids were arrested, taken to jail, forced to 


ihe legitimacy of this court. The 
applies to someone involved in a c 
in an internal search for guilt or i 
dearthat I've been a part of the Black Liberalior 


re information on the BLA, see ONWARD 
01 and 2. To get a copy of Kuwasi’s trial state¬ 
ment and other information, contact Jackson¬ 
ville ABCF, address on page 18. -eds.) 


Shawn O'Hem lives in Richmond. VA where he 
adult life and have been in- works with Food Not Bombs, the Richmond Anti- 

Globalization Network, and the Coalition for Vir¬ 
ginia Prisoners. He can be contacted at PO Box 
5021. Richmond VA 23220 or 
generalstrikel 7@hotmail.com 


ers. Albert was fired from his job at the Times 
and blacklisted in the Chicago printing trade. Lucy 
opened a dress shop to support them, and, with 
her friend Lizzie Swank, hosted meetings for the vowed to continue to fight injustice, though: 
International Ladies' Garment Workers Union feared the same fate of her husband for herse 
(ILGWU). Lucy found herself juggling her job 
and increasing political work. 

Lucy began to write for many radical publica- Support Association, a group supporting th 
tions. including The Socialist and The Alarm, an families of the Haymarket martyrs and other 
Anarchist weekly published by the International working for labor interests. 

Working People's Association (IWPA) she and Ur 

Albert had helped found in 1883. Her most fa¬ 
mous article. “To Tramps," advocated “propa¬ 
ganda by the deed." a philosophy that only vio¬ 
lent direct action or the threat of such action will 
ultimately win the demands of the workers. She 
was often considered i 
husband because she 

beliefs on the rights of the poor. Lucy was also 
threatening as a militant and radical woman who 
refused to assume the role of a homemaker. 

May Uprisings 

By 1886. people across the country were ris¬ 
ing in resistance to their working conditions and 
the squelching of union activities. People were 
calling for an eight hour work day. proclaiming. 

"whether you work by the piece or work by the 
day, decreasing the hours increases your pay.” repression in.the US. 

May Ist was chosen as the official kickoff date thecity continually thwarted hereffortsl 
of the movement for the eight hour day. 

The strategy was this: workers would demand 
eight hours work with no cut in pay. and they 
would strike if there was opposition. As a result. 

350.000 workers across the nation walked off 
their jobs to participate in a mass general strike. 

Forty thousand workers struck in Chicago, cre¬ 
ating a whirlwind of radical activity and convinc¬ 
ing prominent radical leaders like Lucy Parsons. 

..■""“for a workers’ 


pon her release, she 


1890 elections. Many opted to organize for re¬ 
form and support the Democratic Party, sway¬ 
ing the vote of the workers. Lucy vehemently 
: “dangerous" than her opposed this, feeling reform would weaken the 
movement and collaboration with oppressive par¬ 
ties would destroy the independent labor parties 
after their success in the 1887 elections. She iden¬ 
tified a class hierarchy as the pivotal problem in 
the oppressive systems of her time, scoffing at 
reform measures within the existing government 
where the rich lorded over the working class. 

In 1888, Lucy spoke in England. On her re¬ 
turn. the struggle for free speech consumed her. 
as she compared the freedom in England with the 
and arrest. 


On May 3rd. police fir 


and fi ned her for sel ling her Anarchism pamphlet 

Anarchists have the right to free speech, she 
fought for this right her whole life, in constant 
conflict with the forces wanting to silence her. 

By 1890, craft unionism witnessed major de¬ 
feats due to increased technology and the indus¬ 
trial scale of the workplace. In 1891. Lucy and 
Lizzy Holmes began editing Freedom: A Revolu¬ 
tionary Anarchist-Communist Monthly where she 


armed strikers at McCormick Harvest Works. 


lacrowdofun- proclaimed the major labor struggles of 1892 


nt the revolutior 


as coming, but condition 


wounding many and killing four. Radicals called a for »orkers worsened as the Reading and Phila- 
meeting in Haymarket Square todiscuss the situ- dclphia Railroads closed and milli 
ation. The meeting was disrupted by police, and 
an unknown figure threw a bomb, killing an of¬ 
ficer. Over the next few days, police swept the 


employed. In 1894 Pullma 
strike after their organizers had been fired. Though 

continued on page 17 
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★ OPINION ★ 


Who Will Police the Police? 

By Howard Ehrlich The police have further changed through their police become even more militarized, they will 


In Los Angeles, one group of cops routinely use of new technologies of surveillance, with find more occasions to use military tactics and 

beat people, sometimes for kicks and other times many of the technology transfers coming from technology at demonstrations and in their con- 

to intimidate local gangs. They often planted drugs the military.. Infrared scopes have expanded vi- trol of the central cities, 

and made up charges to provide cover stories for sion including the ability to see through walls to The continual use of unnecessary force, the 

victims* injuries. They intimidated witnesses and detect body movements and plant lights (sus- new techniques of surveillance, the militariza- 

Committed perjury to validate arrests. So far 30 pect as indicative of marijuana cultivation). Tele- tion of the police and their intervention in the 

convictions have been overturned and 20 officers vision cameras are now located in public places judicial process - along with the obsolete char- 

/>it 


:n fired, taken off duty, or have < 
cause of the ongoing investigation. At least 90 
more cases arc being reviewed. The City Council 
has estimated that they will have to settle law- 
suits costing $125 million a»"and the investiga¬ 
tions are spreading to other police divisions. Simi¬ 
lar stories were revealed last year aboui the New 
York State Police and the Philadelphia police. 
Up the road from Baltimore, in Westminster, six 
cases have been dismissed, and more than 100 
are being reviewed, because of an officer accused 
of planting narcotics on suspects. Stories of po¬ 
lice misconduct and excessive use of force domi¬ 
nate the news in cities across the country. As the 
police response to recent demonstrations (in Se¬ 
attle. Washington. DC. Philadelphia, and Los An- 
geles) show, spying, sadistic brutality, and fabri¬ 
cated chargesi 

corporate or political interests t 

From the 1931 National Commission on Law 
Enforcement and Observance to the 1998 Am¬ 
nesty International report, independent investi¬ 
gations have all agreed on the persistent problem 
of police abuse. Moreover. Most victims of this 
abuse are members of racial/ethnic minorities, 
while most departments are predominantly white. 

With regard to deadly force, the statistical bot¬ 
tom line is: Nationwide, police kill one to two 
people every day. They shoot and wound twice 
as many people as they kill, and shoot and miss 
three times as often as they kill. Most of those 
shot were suspects whose crimes never would 
have resulted in the death penalty. Most were 
unarmed, and it appears that about one-third of 
the shootings occurred during traffic stops. 

Most people never report their experience of 
police abuse, and for good reason. In police de¬ 
partment reviews, only about two to three per¬ 
cent are suhstantiated. In outside reviews, the 
figures are not much higher. Even if you manage 
to get a jury trial, which is rare, you should know 
that the police win two-thirds of the time, ac¬ 
cording to a National Law Journal report. 

If you ask the public, as in a recent poll in 
New York, more than half the public said that the 
police often use excessive (as opposed to neces¬ 
sary force). Nationally, survey results show 5 
percent of those polled say they had been per¬ 
sonally mistreated by the police. The number is 
almost doubled by "nonwhite" respondents. If 
you ask police officers if they have witnessed 
the use of excessive force by their peers, from 27 
percent to 53 percent say yes. The percentage 


in many large cities as the police have heinme the 
observers or our everyday lives. The F.B.I. USs 
proposed a national system of wiretapping that 
would give them the capacity to monitor the con¬ 
tent of one out every one hundred phone lines 
simultaneously. With the support of President 
Clinton, the FBI. further, has led the battle against 
computer privacy by demanding that they have 
the keys to all encryption software. 

Another dimension of the changing character 
of American police is their increasing militariza¬ 
tion. Approximately 90 percent of all police de¬ 
partments in cities over 50.000 have paramili¬ 
tary units. With their armament of automatic 
weapons, armored vehicles, helicopters, concus¬ 
sion and gas grenades, night vision equipment, 
and their organization of snipers and quick re- 
: agencies have taken on the 
standing army. These para¬ 
military units, according to police statistics, are 
being used with an increasing frequency and in 
[•‘routine" police work. We can expect that as the 


acter of police organization - all add up to a 
single conclusion: police work and policing must 
change. Police agencies have always been in¬ 
struments of the state. Their abuse of power - 
violating the laws they are supposed to uphold, 
terrorizing the socially marginalized, and using 
extreme force has been held in check by state 
managers. That is, as police departments have 
gone "too far." the state has stepped in with a 


sive force in increasingly larger settings. 

The resulting power shift can be seen, for ex¬ 
ample. by the state's acceptance of (and budget 
ettlements with victims of 
police abuse and violence. In effect, the state 
manager’s have said that costs of reorganizing 
the police are more than they want to pay and it 


pensate or buy off the victims and their families. 

A unique example of police-state abuse can be 
seen in two recent cases in which police officers 
invoked the fifth amendment when asked to tes¬ 
tify about their use of deadly force. Licensed by 
the state to use deadly force, they then hide be¬ 
hind the Constitution to immunize themselves 
from the consequences of their actions. 

It is apparent that we are confronting an anti¬ 
democratic. semi-secret, militaristic organization 
that conflates means and ends, disrespects diver¬ 
sity and often disregards the civil liberties it is 
supposed to guard. Nothing short of total reor¬ 
ganization of police and policing should be ac¬ 
ceptable. As we consider this we need to ask 
ourselves: What would be the need for “police" 
in a genuine anarchist community? 

oward is a sociologist and writer based in Bal- 
more. He edits the magazine. Social Anarchism. 
e can be reached at socialA@nothingness.com 


Harassment, abuse, and sadistic brutality arc 
actually only a small pan of the “failure" of po- 
The police have begun to assert themselves 
te judicial process. We are now seeing the 
ision of police into court proceedings, clem¬ 
ency, and appeal hearings, and even the selection 
of judges. In many cities, typically through a 
Police Benevolent Association or possibly the 
Fraternal Order of Police, police will campaign 
or advertise for a Judge candidate. Is there not a 
conflict of interest when that judge presides at a 
hearing or trial in which the police arc the defen¬ 
dants? Consider this recent event involving a 
Pennsylvania appeals court. The appellant asked 
one judge to remove himself from the proceed- 


from a police association. Since the basis of the 
appeal was police misconduct, it seemed only 
appropriate for the judge to do so. He did not. 
He refused staling that such grounds would es¬ 
tablish an undesirable precedent since there were 
three other judges in the appeals court who had 
taken money from the Fraternal Order of Police. 

Police associations have taken out full-page 
newspaper ads opposing the granting of appeal 
hearings (the case of Mumia Abbu Jamal is a 
current example): they have filled hearing rooms 
with a uniform phalanx, and have picketed court 
rooms in uniform to intimidate the hearing offic¬ 
ers. Are these acceptable interventions or do they, 
in fact, represent an important loss of bound¬ 
aries between the police and the judicial process? 

★Page 


Our Bodies Are Political!: FATPHOBIA 

By Kangara Alaezia 


We’ve heard all about it, the rate of anorexia 
in young womyn. the eating disorders, how half 
of America is suddenly "over" weight. We sec 
the advertisements of thin womyn selling this 
. or saying how they use to “be that way” 
(fat), and everything plastered on movies and 
~ is thin and airbtushed. We hear about how 
effects the youth of our society to tease 
one another and starve themselves or binge. But 
how exactly have we analyzed (his and have we 
looked at what everyone is profiling from?The 
fear of fat. It is what everyone is told not to be- 
and to be it is in actuality a crime. So why is this 
crime so great? 

BECAUSE IT CAN KILL YOU! 

Fat causes heart disease and a whole bunch of 
ther illnesses, right? We all know how fat 
people die. we are told by doctors and studies 
such. But who were those studies funded 
by? There arc many studies that say there is no 
correlation between fat and being unhealthy, 
le fluctuation of weight from 
I diet failures that cause heal 
problems. In fact, the ill-effects on 
from the fluctuation of weight 

smoking. In actuality, cholesterol 

other health problems. In fact, a 
-and-dairy-based diet kills 
you. And yes. you can be vegan 
and fat. 

BECAUSE FATPEOPLE 
ARE LAZY 

We all want to be successful, f 
and get things done. Fat people a 
often portrayed sitting in front of the 

: and take care of themselves. People 
ale the lack of activity to being fat. 

Well, there’s no connection. There are 
people of every size that waste their days in 
front of the TV doing essentially nothing and 
never exercise. There are tons of fat people that 
se regularly, have lots of energy and do a 
important work. 

BECAUSETHEY HAVE 
NO SELF-CONTROL, 
member the movie Coonies (or pick al¬ 
most any movie with a known fat character)? 
The fat boy was always eating, especially ice- 
I. or candy or cake. If he was not eating, 
< thinking of food. This type of stereo- 
. always conveyed. A lot of fat people 
een taught through rude behavior to be 
juict about the food they consume, no 
matter how much or how little. Everyone has a 
for food. The idea that every fat indi¬ 


vidual just eats all the time is absurd. Studies 
have shown that the food intake of obese indi¬ 
viduals and the food intake of thin people are 
identical. There are thin and fat people who cat a 
lot and thin and fat people who eat a little.Thcre 


people really eat up all around them. The idea 
that two individuals can consume the exact same 
amount and behave in the exact same manner 
must be identical in body mass is not only scien¬ 
tifically impossible, but a scary thought. I am 
grateful there isdiversity in body size. How bor¬ 
ing our world would be otherwise. Yet when 
people stereotype that fat equals more consump- 

body type to start off with. 

BECAUSE THIN IS BEAUTIFUL 

Yeah, and the thinner you are the bet¬ 
ter you look. That is why we obsess over 
the almost-skclcton models and actresses. 
In society there is an ideal that has been 
created. The majority of people strive 
either be this ideal or to date the 
deal. And we may say we arc passed 
this, that we accept all body types. 
But really examine this. It is an easy 
thing to say. but a harder thing to 
mean. Does acceptance mean you 
can tolerate them, or simply not 
mate against fat people? Or 
lean you look at them with 
imount of sexual desire as 
their thin counterparts, or not stamp them 
with any of the stereotypes beaten into 
everyone’s head about who and what fat 
people are? An experiment was done plac¬ 
ing two fake personal ads in a newspaper. One 
individual was described as 50 pounds overweight 
while the other was described as a drug addict. 
79% responded to the drug addict. What does 
this say about our society and our fear of fat? 
BECAUSE... [FILL IN THE BLANK] 
Well. I’m sure the reason was contributed by 
those who profit from society's fear. The fact is 
fat people are discriminated against daily. May it 
be in the workplace (fat womyn earn an average 
of $7,000 less a year than their thin equals), on 
the streets, in doctor offices (because every ill¬ 
ness must be caused by your weight), by insur¬ 
ance companies, on the playground, etc. It is 
everywhere. If we believe it is wrong to judge 
others based on race, sex. sexuality, religion, etc., 
why allow society to discriminate based on body 
size? The increase in population body weight 



We have a fear of fat not because of w 
is. We don’t truly understand what fat 
the concepts around being fat in relation to our 
bodies. We have been told what to thin 
how to treat our own fat. or others who a 
But who is controlling us and why? If wt 

can get a clearer picture. The diet industry, the 

fashion industry, the pharmaceutical industry, 
the fitness industry and many more. All these 
industries make a profit from society's fear of 

How many new diet drugs, all of which are- 
said to be a "miracle" find, hit the market every 

people feel about their fat when they walk in 
their doors. Because you know the moment they 
walk out. they are not going to weigh much 
less, but they're already-beaten self-esteem is 
going to drop drastically. The diet industry prof¬ 
its billions a year. The diet industry profits off 
the health and happiness of millions of people. 

There always seems to be a new ad on TV 
about a new drug to take for weight loss, or loss 
of appetite. Of course you then hear the 
serious side effects the drag will cause. It is sad 
that people essentially risk their lives 
tempts to lose weight. Diet pills have been ap¬ 
proved that are known to cause scriot 
threatening problems. Many diet drugs have 
been taken off the market due to their life-1 
ening effects. Studies of these same drugs have 
shown that the drugs did not do much to pro¬ 
mote weight loss. But we all know who prof¬ 
ited and who was considered expendable. 

So as we talk about evil corporations, don’t 
forget some of these industries. As we talk about 

individuals. Our bodies are political in every 
sense of the word, yet we allow corporations 
tocontrol our perceptions without questioning 
them. They are not only making huge profits, 
but they are warping our whole society’s view 
on fat and body image in general. 

Think about all the people you know this 
affects. Is there -anyone you know it doesn't 
affect in some way or another? These corpora¬ 
tions are single-handedly destroying the self¬ 
esteem of millions of womyn and men — fat. 
thin or in-between. It is about time people start 
doing something about it. 

Kangara is a ’zine writer and activist. For 
more information about fatphobia and/or to 
obtain her zine (on this topic), write to PO Box 
175, Corvallis. OR 97339. 













★ OPINION ★ 


By Marilyn Buck 


On the 200* anniversary of John Brown's birth. I would like to 
propose that we imagine who John Brown would be were his 
bones to rise up from the grave today and stand "Presente!" Likely, 
ole JB would reincarnate as a woman picking up where he left off, 
or rather had fallen short - in his ideological development. Radical 
as he was. he was a man of his times; he did not give much thought 
to women as equals. With the exception of Harriet Tubman, that 
is. She gave him no choice. 

So ole JB would answer to Johnctte perhaps. She would still be 
of European heritage - white skinned, but she would be a libera¬ 
tion-minded political activist Instead of slave catcher brutality 
and murder of African slaves, she would be outraged at the police 
murders, brutality and imprisonment of the dcscendents of slaves, 
conquered and colonized Native and Latin Americans, as well as 
Asians and Pacific Islanders - anyone who can not or would not 
pass for white. She would have reviewed history and know that 
despite the Civil War. Black Reconstruction, the anti-lynching 
campaign. Civil Rights. Black Power and new Afrikan Indepen¬ 
dence movements, there is still no equality, no justice and no 
peace. Global imperialism with its white supremacist culture and 
social contracts prevail, more brazen and blood-thirsty than ever. 


Johnette would be at the protests and the marches; she would 
join with long-time radicals and activists as well as young folks her 
age against police brutality; call for cancellation of the foreign debt 
and reparations to all those peoples and nations raped and pillaged 
by the nation-state of which she is inescapably a citizen. She 
would support N’COBRA. Native Americans, as well as Viet¬ 
namese who are asking where are the reparations that were agreed 
to by the US and never paid. Johnette would march with women 
and continue to chip away at the dominant male political leader¬ 
ship paradigm. She would have gone to Seattle and would have 
thought back to her former JB life in Kansas looking for historical 
parallels. In Kansas. John has led a guerrilla campaign against the 
legalized extension of slavery to the midwestem states. Seattle. 
Johnette saw as one in a series of global mass actions to hold back 
the further legalization of global capitals' rape, pillage and dis¬ 
membering of entire nations - the former colonies as well as US 
internafcolonies and the national working classes and reserve armies 
labor - a post-modern enslavement with pre-modem dehuman¬ 


ization and dispossession. 


nti-WTO actions in Seattle were quite successful logisti- 
^cally. The transnational corporate plantation summit was effec- 
It is always important to disrupt the lines of 
in the enemy's camp. A glimpse of possibility! 
vould have considered the debate about violence 
f a red herring. If one wants to effect serious. 


liberatory social, economic and political change, one must expect 
that the Slate will protect and enforce its true interests, not the 


people's, even white people's interests. She was not shocked by 
the militarized police response - there are no gentlemen's agree¬ 
ments. Not by the poor white slave catchers for the rich white 
agribusiness gentlemen; not by the Indian killers and '49ers; not 
by the Pinkerton guards in labor struggles, nor by the Navy at the 
Port Chicago explosion. And certainly not around the world. Bomb¬ 
ings, wars and CIA assassinations. And here - assassinations and 
incarcerations for those who dared tdchallenge the State's agenda 
or its right to exist as the US of A; no matter whether through civil 
disobedience like Martin Luther King Jr. or militant self-determi¬ 
nation like Malcolm X and Nat Turner; an Arlington Cemetery 
full of assassinations and political prisoners who died in detention 
or of capital punishment. 

The sights are set on liberation. 

And there can be no liberation 
or justice or peace when there 
is exclusion or hierarchy of na¬ 
tion, race, class or gender. 

Johnette might flash back and remember the snapping of her - 
John Brown's - neck. She would see before her eyes her comrades 
swinging from the rope at Harper's Ferry and feel mortified that 
their names were not as well-known as hers. There had not been 
equality, even in death. Damn white supremacy. 

She would wonder, since she was thinking about actions and 
demonstrations: had there been a means of retreat in order to have 
lived to struggle another day? Had it been an error not to have 
awaited Sis. Harriet Tubman's arrival before the raid? After all. 
Harriet was a keen strategist and tactician; she was fearless and 
clear that her troops were precious, not to be squandered. Free¬ 
dom! Do not turn away from it. To do so extracts a heavy price. 
Johnette would have heard of Assata Shakur and read her poem. 
"Carry on the Tradition" and known that she as a white woman 
had much to leant and that she too must cany on the tradition of 
fighting white supremacy in the heart of global imperialism. 

At'SeaRte: Johnette wbuldhavc advanced, hand in hand with 
other young folks who had learned from the straggles of their 
elders some of whom were still present, still strong. The young 
white comrades - radical, internationalist and anti-racist - are those 
not afraid to challenge their white privilege. They are clear that 
their interests lie not in white supremacy and capitalism, but in 
alliance with their Black. Latino. Native and Asian-Pacific Islander 
comrades. Like Johnette. they know the system must change. 
There is no liberation, justice, freedom from fear for some worki ng 


peoples. They attack the corporations with creativity and an un¬ 
derstanding of the power of the State. 

Together, these young comrades and Johnette. are concerned 
that many in the white Left, be they environmentalists, labor 
activists, feminists, Anarchists had not fought to include oppressed 
peoples from inside the US. Betita Martinez, in her article “Where 
was the Color in Seattle?” estimated that, including foreign na¬ 
tional activists from former and neo-colonial nations, only about 
5% of the entire protest were of African. Asian. Latin American or 
Indigenous heritage. Sis. Martinez, among other comrades, ex¬ 
plored why people of color didn’t come from an oppressed 
peoples' point of view of marginalization, alienation and the re¬ 
sults. in Johnette's words, of white supremacy. 

The issue is on the table. Along with these conscious comrades 
she had connected with. Johnette would change the question for 
white activists: Why was the relationship of the WTO and global 
imperialism to oppressed peoples inside the.US not significantly 
addressed? Why do while activists support people s struggles 
against imperialist cannibalization worldwide but overlook or ig¬ 
nore the same atrocities and conditions inside the US; environ¬ 
mental racism; super-exploitative labor of women, men and youth; 
wholesale incarceration of a whole generation of labor and culture 
- post-modern slavery and genocide. Such conditions are not the 
fault of the targets and victims. It is the responsibility of white 
activists to stop the US government from its devastation inside 
the US or outside its borders. 

Johnette would be engaged in organizing against the death pen¬ 
alty and to free Mumia Abu Jamal alongside the growing number 
of activists from their communities - hip-hoppers and anti-racist 
punks, radical rappers, salseros and rockers. She would join the 
upsurge of resistance and refusal in the face of the increasingly 
militarized police state. The sights are set on liberation. And they 
know that there can be no liberation or justice or peace when there 
is exclusion or hiearchy of nation, race, class or gender. Johnette 
and her comrades bring a legacy of courage and creativity. 

She would be happy to feel the winds of change even in the 
stultifying swamp of injustice. Again, in this life she would expe¬ 
rience the possibilities of liberation inherent in challenging op¬ 
pression and in preserving the planet for all peoples and their 
future generations. She would not be afraid to fight for that future. 

"You're either a part of the problem or part of the solution." 

And with some of that old John Brown fire in her eyes, she 
might ask "which side are you on?" 

(This article was originally published in a booklet by Resistance n 
Brooklyn and the Jericho Movement of writings by political pris¬ 
oners for the John Brown 2000 Conference that look place May. 
2000. Contact RnB at nunmsmb@igc.org. Seepage 20for Marilyn s 
contact address!) 


Resuscitating Anarchism 

nized, voluntary social change. These are not the 
igns of a relevant revolutionary movement, these 


By Jeremy Louzao 

Anarchism is dead. We just don't know it yet. 
Like some distant star, long ago burnt out but 
still shooting out its last echoes of light to our 
spot in the universe, anarchism shines in our eyes 
looking vibrant and strong when it is exactly the 
opposite. Anarchism is coughing, it is feeble, 
pulling itself along on the homemade crutches of 
WTO footage and faded posters from revolu¬ 
tionary Spain. What once was an idea and his¬ 
torical tradition that carried with it the possibil¬ 
ity of social revolution, of a true and beautiful 
transformation of this entire stupid world, has 
become a music video, a hollow collage of "revo¬ 
lutionary" imagery and bold declarations which 
promise everything and deliver nothing. While 
anarchism rattles on about the revolution of ev¬ 
eryday life, everyday life keeps rolling along in 
the same old way. leaving us feeling just as pow¬ 
erless and defeated as we did before we'd ever 
even seen a circle A. The sickness is still there, 
and anarchism has ceased to treat itself as the 
cure, opting instead for the role of opiate. We go 
on raising our fists and waving our black flags, 
less and less to change life, more and more to 
deaden the pain of living. 

These aren't just the bitter poetics of an impa¬ 
tient kid. these are the sad facts of our situation, 
evidenced by the almost complete lack of discus¬ 
sion and debate within our own ranks, by the 
incredible case with which we can switch be¬ 
tween passionate proclamations of our desire for 
liberation and fart jokes, and by the fact that so 
many of our ideas and our propaganda (those 
that arc not borrowed from way back in the 1880's 
or 1930's, that is) seem to favor the cynical no¬ 
tion of civilizalional collapse as more realistic. 


are the signs of an impoverished 
counter-cultural "scene." Where is the sense of 
urgency, the sense of purpose? Where are the 
self-reflection and the communication? Where 
arc the vision and strategy? Where is the damn 
activism? It's all hard to find underneath the 
cynicism, the isolation, and the procrastination 
that plague us each day. 

The very same things that are rotting the rest 
of our society away are rotting anarchism away 

tance to it beyond the obi igatory sigh or sarcasm. 
Often. I think we tend to assume that we are 
going to fail or be marginalized, and so we don't 
even have enough will in ourselves to try. We 
have just as little faith in humanity (and in our¬ 
selves) as everyone else, so we have just as few 
constructive ideas to offer. But even if we wanted 
to. our theories are so outdated, our analysis is 
so caked in dust that we probably wouldn't even 
stand a chance against the current system any¬ 
how. Capitalism, government, patriarchy, rac¬ 
ism. and the very dynamic of domination itself 
has changed so drastically since even the 90's 
that most of our rhetoric barely matches up with 
reality. This is nothing that a little (okay, maybe 
a lot) of studying and discussion couldn't fix. but 
that is precisely where our will is lacking. We 
don't seem to see enough importance in anar¬ 
chism, in revolution in general, to take the neces¬ 
sary time to ask questions, to take chances, to 
actively engage in the revolutionary process. 

turn on and off inside of us depending on how 
our egos are doing. Sometimes we feel great and 


we want to hold our banners high, and other times 
(most of the time) we just plain hate the human 
race and we want to say to hell with the whole 
thing. It seems that, in the end. the cause just 
ain't strong enough to gain our long-term com¬ 
mitment; I'm sorry, but without that long-term 
commitment the cause just ain’t no cause at all. 

Anarchism is dead, but thankfully, the body is 
still warm. It can be resuscitated. It hasn’t been 
gone long enough for any permanent damage, there 
is still the potential for a full or even stronger 
recovery. The question is. do we want it bad 
enough? Are we willing to pucker up and give it 


some air? Are we willing to donate something of 
ourselves so that this beautiful idea might do 
what it set out to do: save the world? I f so. let us 
get to work. If not, let's bust out the shovels and 
get this thing buried before we all miss our chances 
to enter the workforce and settle down like good 
little citizens. 


Jeremy Louzao is a member of the Association 
of Northwest Anarchists, an amateur theorist/ 
propagandist and food-service worker from 
Bellingham, WA. He can be reached at 
socialanarchist@hotmail.com 


Popular Education for 
a Free Society 

I The Institute for Social Ecology offers a radical critique 
of the world as it is, while also advancing a utopian 
vision of the world as it ought to be. Our popular educa¬ 
tion programs, drawing from the best of revolutionary 
and philosophical traditions, provide an interdiscipli- 
’ nary framework to guide social change. Indeed, social 
ecology's reconstructive approach explicitly confronts 
new forms of domination even as it promotes a directly democratic, 
liberatory, and ecological society. The I$E has year-round study options, 
from a B.A. degree program in affiliation with Burlington College, to 
workshops and lectures, to two intensive summer programs. 

jiidc L 

Institute for Social Ecology 

1118 Maple Hill Road, Plainfield, Vermont 05667, (802) 454-8493 
■ http://ise.tao.ca 






















Cement 

Plant... 

continued from page 8 

include Ihe economic and cultural issues in i 
messages we convey, and not allow a wedge 
be driven between the different constituencies 
i this fight, when the common goal we s 
far greater than any differences we might have 
each other. SA's plant would further ex- 
the precedent set by the Florida Rock 
Industries plant, and if "we. the people" don't 
gel together to close this door that politicians 
and developers have opened to heavy indus- 
the traditional cultural and economii 1 
actcrof the whole region will be destroyed just 
as the ecosystems and the people' 
health. Many of us left this action with a re 
newed understanding that we have to craft ae- 
that clearly demonstrate the real enemy, 
and where the real threat comes from. 

The fight against this cement plant is a final 
effort to preserve the relatively pristine qual¬ 
ity of life for all species in the region. The big- 
development interests have a virtu 
lockdown on so-called ''democratic" politic 
and legal processes and have their sights set i 
ng North Central Florida into an industrial 
It zone. After the approval of Suwannee 
mean's site plan and batch plant permit, a 
: DEP official was quoted in the press say¬ 
ing they expected plans to be submitted for "3 
4" other cement plants in the region. 

The Oct. 22 EF! action has borne fruit in 
me of the ways that its organizers hoped: il 
inspired a certain segment of the activist com- 
o pay more attention and get more 
involved in this fight, and it inspired some ol 
the original cement plant resisters to get back 
he struggle and gel more militant. But no 
ve got a comrade with a felony charge, 
ich of bail money to fundraise reimburse- 
nts for. and an ever-widening gap betv 
liberal and radical wings of the struggle. 
Some of us are worki ng on bridging that gap by 
reaching out to other groups and talking coaii- 

, but we feel that no matter what the legal- 
and property worshippers say. m 
and militance are needed. 

Tiis is a call for support and solidarity for 
Icheiucknee Earth First!, the Ichetuckncc Mo¬ 
bilization. and their fight against this toxic in- 
We could use some tactical and strate 
gical advice from experienced, direct-action oh 
ented radical ecologists out there, and we coul 
e information on similar struggles that 
may be happening elsewhere. We'd also like to 
open lines of communication with acti vists from 
around the Southeast who might be willing to 
>me down and lend a hand if things heat up 

To get in touch with lchetucknee Mobiliza¬ 
tion check out www.metanet.org/im 

learn more about the issue and other 
groups that are fighting this cement kiln, check 
w.ichetucknee.org 


Immokalee Farmworkers... 


my Fishhawk is a poet activist 
Gainesville area and former coordinator of the 
Media Center and member of Free Radi 
Gainesville collective. He is currently involved 
lchetucknee Mobilization and can be con¬ 
tacted do ONWARD. 


continued from page 7 


tck. Latino or indigenous, but never occupies 
iter stage; typically, the farmworker is acted 
an. is the object that performs work but is 
rer the subject of her efforts. She is either hired 
is out of work; she either accepts low pay or 

•k; she cither works the way she the workers staged a labor action in the i 


is way down as well as the incidence of workers 
being denied their pay. Being a Coalition member 
with a Coalition identification card in the back 
! in tomato picking. A year later. 500 workers pocket means the worker will be treated differ- 
Ched to a local employer's house demanding ently; at least tacitly, the Coalition worker is 

- spected both by employer and other workers. 

When members come to the Coalition office 


istoldto(nomatterhowdcgradingordangerous nity to keep workers from harvesting toma 
that method is), or she is fired. and bring public attention to the continued 

The Economics of Exploitation 
The estimated annual value of fresh tomatoes 
in FL is around $700 million. Florida agriculture 
whole generates approximately . 


The wage increase won by Ihe Coalition orga¬ 
nizing has resulted in millions of dollars in extra 
ings for agricultural workers 


tually. If so much wealth is being generatedby Florida but in the agricultural areas along theeast- 


wotkers are informed and a meeting is called, 
where the workers collectively devise a strategy. 
Protesting workers will form groups and march 
through the streets calling community attention 
to the grievance. The workers may then match to 
the house of the employer and seek redress, a 
strategy that has proven very effective. The of- 


agriculture. what r 
poorest communities in the entire country? 

The tomato industry is an oligopoly consist¬ 
ing of 9 wealthy producers controlling V 


seaboard where workers will travel following 
the tomato harvest cycle. Moreover, labor con¬ 
tractors are no longer so quick to physically in- - makes her voice heard. 

Though the Immokalee fa 


the market, meaning a small powerful group buys tomed to before. The level of violence in the fields 
labor and influences the wage 
paid to workers. As control 
gets more concentrated, bosses 
exert greater efforts to keep 
wages artificially low. Forex- 
ample. the piece rate for a 32- 
pound bucket of tomatoes was 
at 40 cents from 1979 to 1997. 

In order to make $40 a day be¬ 
fore taxes, pickers were forced 
to harvest 100 buckets, 
translates to 3200 pounds (over 
a ton and a half). Itwast 
til the Coalition starter 
“Campaign to Reverse 201 
Years of Falling Wages" in the 
1997-98 growing season that 
nearly 20 years of wage stag¬ 
nation ended. The piece rate 
has since hovered between 45 

This artificially low wage has 
changed the profile of the 
worker, distorted the industry 



nworkershave ac- 
ch media attention 
.or outside support, the 
struggle to keep growers 
accountable must be 
broadened, and the 


struggle. I hope to sec 
you at the march on Janu¬ 
ary 13th in Tallahassee. 
If anyone would like 
information, call the 


Coalitii 


II -657- 


1-657-8311 or 
PO Box 603. 
I Immokalee. FL. 34143 or 
CoaImmWkr@aol.com. 
I The CIW haw a website 
iw-online.org 
Stedman at 


i or 305-867-0824 


Workers face off with police during General Strike 

Women and Self Defense. 


These days, the average worker in Florida's 
tomato fields is a young, single male. Why? Be¬ 
cause the sheer physical stress of harvesting to¬ 
matoes has increased to the point that women 
can not compete with men in earning power as 
they simply cannot pick enough to make it worth 
their while. The days of families working to¬ 
gether are effectively over, since the wage for the 
work invested is not enough to support them. In 
1997 a tomato harvester had to pick almost twice 
as many buckets to earn the minimum wage he 
would have earned in 1980. 

Direct Actions for Justice 
The Coalition’s office in Immokalee is where 
the submissiveness, the fear, and Ihe anonymity 
stops. At weekly meetings on Wednesday nights, 
humility yields to participation in discussions 

ing activities and worker grievances. Everyone 
has a voice. There is a sense of tough optimism in 
the air deriving from people who engage in hard 
work everyday and have little to lose if they 
unite with other workers in the same position. 


out to ream self-defense. We mu., m. ™ -- --<-< ■ — ; rr. 

defend ourselves. We must be able to defend our the current system while not empowering mem 
loved ones. We must teach men they cannot get to defend themselves is forgetting an important 


away with this violation. "Our task., 
abuse of women more and more risky, something 

Recognizing the violence in our everyday lives 
and realizing that fighting back is a viable option 
is a start. But only when we effectively learn 
how to fight back can we view self-defense as a 
possible solution to the violence we face. Self- 


> the Coalition been able to accomplish 
thus far. In November. 1995. the workers orga¬ 
nized a 5-day. community-wide protest against a 
grower attempting to lower the prevailing piece 


Gender Conference... 


continued from page 11 

Many of us entertained notions of going home 
early, but instead, we took over the last day of 
the conference, completely overhauling the 
agenda. To begin with, the women explained to 
the men our anger from the previous day. While 
the men remained silent, we articulated almost a 
hundred demands that men must meet in order 
i truly overcome sexism. Then we had the men 
repeat them back to us. reminding them of the 
several they forgot. Finally, the men were in¬ 
structed to develop concrete plans for address¬ 
ing issues of sexism within their own communi¬ 
ties and to express those plans to us. 

This conference demonstrated the pervasive¬ 
ness of sexism and the ways it manifests itself 
in the activist community, as well as the difli- 
I cullies in addressing sexism. At a conference on 
■HB^^Hen were unable to shed, and even 


While certainly it is necessary for men 
gage in a process of overcoming their gender 
role socialization, it is impossible and ridicu¬ 
lous for women to wait for them to “hear be¬ 
fore tackling their oppression of us. The con¬ 
ference also demonstrated the dangers of allow- 


preseni. Furthermore, how can the rig] 
anger of the women that made the last i 
the conference such a success be replicated with¬ 
out having to experience the debacle of the first 
day? These are the challenges that must be over¬ 
come in order to even address issues of sexism 


Jessica Handy is an activist in Gainesville, 
tact her at jcssh@ufl.edu or 1931 C NV 
Ave. Gainesville FL 32603 for the den 
women made at the conference or with ques- 


weapons safety, when to use the appropriate 
level of force and more; of mental strength- 
confidence, assertiveness, intuition and self-es¬ 
teem; and proficiency with our weapon of 
choice—be it our body, a weapon, or both. “A 
woman who carries a gun on the street should 
not think that its mere possession will dispel the 
dangers that made her buy it. She may feel less 
fearful and more confident, but just because she 
carries a gun doesn't mean it is safer for her to 
walk the streets.” 4 

Effectively fighting back is not something 
learned overnight. Going to one self defense class 
or even one intensive week cannot replace con¬ 
sistent practice and training. We also cannot pul 
off learning self-defense until tomorrow when 
we could be attacked tonight. Enrolling in a class 
and learning how to effectively fight and/or use a 
weapon could save your life. Once we know how 
to use our bodies or weapons properly, we will 
have a range of options available to defend our¬ 
selves—fight with our fists, protect ourselves' 
with a weapon, or flee. 

Emphasis should be placed on encouraging 
women to learn to protect themselves. As part 
of working for women’s liberation, we must work 

fensc. Everyone, however, benefits from learn¬ 
ing it. Self-defense training for ourselves and our 
communities should be a part of our political 
work. As we empower ourselves, we must also 
stop being completely dependent on government 
agencies for protection. As we create Anarchist 
infrastructure in the shell of the old to support 
ourselves and counter the current government 
and system, we must also prepare to defend our¬ 
selves and our people. " . . . A dependent, defense¬ 
less people is an enslaved people. " Learning 
personal protection and tactical self-defense is 


end compulsory 
men and of all people 
on the government—for protection. I encourage 
all women to lake it upon themselves to leam 
self-defense. Take your mom to class, get your 
friends involved, teach your girlfriend... When 
you leam to fight back, you are not just fighting 
back for yourself, but fighting back for us all. 

This is for my mother, this is for my sister, this is 
formysetf. this isfor my niece, this if for my aunt, 
this is for my friend, this is for my lover, this isfor 
the woman who was raped last night, this isfor 
all women who live in fear. Women who fight 
back fight back for all of us. 

Suggested Readings: 

The Truth About Self Defense By Massad Ayoob 
The Principles of Personal Defense By Jeff 
Cooper 

Self-Defense: The Womanly An of Self-Care. In¬ 
tuition and Choice By Debbie Leung 
Effective Defense: The Woman. The Plan. The 
Cun. By Gila Maye-Haycs. 

Armed <t Female By Paxton Quigley 

For more Information: 

AWARE: Arming Women Against Rape & En- 
dangerment http://www.aware.org/ 

Perpetrate My Fist http://eserver.org/bs/22/ 
- rcnischler.html 

Assault Prevention Information Network http:// 
www.jump.net/-judith/APINintro.html 

1 Jacksonville/Orlando ABC. Jacksonville. Or¬ 
lando ABC Collective Statement: The Revolution- 
s ofSelf Defense. Pamphlet. 

! Kaye. Melanie. “Women and Violence." Fight 
Back: Feminist Resistance to Male Violence. Ed. 
Frdddriquc Delacoste and Felice Newman. Min¬ 
neapolis: Cleis Press. 1981.160-163. 


d. Page 16 
4 Quigley. Paxton. Armed & Female. Nev 
St. Martin s Press. 1989. 10. 

’ Jacksonville/Orlando ABC. Pamphlet. 
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Women in the EZLN. 


continued from page 10 

"when a woman insurgent goes back to the com¬ 
munity, she looks different. She is a woman of 18 
or 20 who has not had several chi jdren, has eaten 
well, knows how to speak Spanish, and learned 
to read and write." Indeed, reported Hermann 
Bellinghausen in 1994. “ ’EZLN women are 
healthy and educated. For years, they led a Spar¬ 
tan existence, but with health services and regu¬ 
lar meals. Just like [EZLNCaptain] Amalia. 
[EZLN Captain] Maria Elena thinks she is better 
off than if she stayed in her village. She would be 


procreative sex - would be unthinkable; in the 
EZLN, it is the required norm. As John Ross 
comments in Rebellion From the Roots, “The 
use of contraceptives is encouraged... hut are in 
short supply, given the ardor of liberated youlh- 
or were before August [1994] convention when 
Marcos claimed his troops had confiscated 6,000 
condoms from convention goers." 

The “ardor of liberated" young women has 
been revealed on the battlefields as well, where 
Zapatista women have repeatedly proved them-k, 
selves good 



sions about their own bodi 
come a mother, about marriage is one of the most 
innovative experiences Zapatista women go 
through compared to traditional community prac¬ 
tice." “Instead of hugging a child." says Captain 
Elisa, “you have to hug your weapon." Captain 
Amalia tells that, because military training and 
babies simply cannot mix. many EZLN women 
use the pill to keep from getting pregnant-which 
is revolutionary in itself, because the idea that 
non-procteative sex is acceptable reflects a great 
change in many of these women's relationship 


'[During] the fighting in Ocosingo... the best of¬ 
ficers were the women officers. They got the 
wounded out of the trap. Some of them still have 
pieces of shrapnel in their bodies. They got people 
out; they got them out alive. That proved women 
were fit for command..For Major Ana Maria, 
"...taking up a gun...is something very, very 
important. I am proud to be able to do that. Of 
course, we do not like to kill. We kill, not out of 
taste, but out of need. They have obligated us to 


take up guns and kill to get what they have never 
given to us. But I. as a woman, feel good [be¬ 
cause]... our struggle is just." 

So the changing ideas affecting Chiapas since 
the 1970s, the changing socioeconomic condi¬ 
tions of the state since the 1950s. and the new 
patterns of behavior and “different" gender roles 
of women in the EZLN have all worked together 
to inspire the "first Zapatista uprising:” (he pass¬ 
ing of the Women 's Law in March 199.1. But the 
revolution within the revolution has only begun 
to emerge; Zapatista women and all oilier women 
around the world arc fighting powerfully to make 
sure that Women's Laws. Women's Rebellion and 
Women's Dreams become intricate components 
ofOUR future. History shall be no more. Vivan 
Mujeres Zapatistas!!! 

Bibliography: 

★ Collier, George with Elizabeth Lowery 
Quaratiello. Basal: Land and the Zapatista Re¬ 
bellion in Chiapas. Oakland. CA: The Institute 
for Food and Development Policy. 1994. 

★Fox. Johnathan, translator. “The First 
Zapatista Uprising: An Extract of a Letter from 
Subcommandante Marcos.” in Ak:Wc:kon: A 
Journal of Indigenous Issues, (summer 94), 69. 

★ Harvey. Neil. The Chiapas Rebellion: The 
Struggle for Land and Democracy. Durham. NC: 
Duke University press. 1998. 

★ Hernandez Castillo. Rosalva Aida. “Reinvent¬ 
ing Tradition: The Women's Law,” in Ak:We:kon: 
A Journal of Indigenous Issues (summer94). 67- 

★ Millan, Margara. “The Zapatista Women.' in 
Holloway, John and Eloina Pelaez. editors. 
Zapatista! Reinventing Revolution in Mexico. 
Sterling. VA: Pluto Press. 1998:56-75. 

★Ross. John. Rebellion from the Roots: Indian 
Uprising in Chiapas. Maine: Common Courage 
Press. 1995. 


Lucy Parsons... 

continued from page 13 

shed by President Grover Cleve¬ 
land, first, the boycott was a success, i ' 
the leadership of Eugene Debs and the Ai 
Railway Union. For Lucy, the su< 
within this struggle was another example of the 
strength of the workers and the coming of the 
revolution. Duringthis time, Lucy continued to 
speak across the country. 

Rifts Within the Movements 

Lucy's relationship to the Anarchist move- 
snt had always been vague. Because Albert 
!d for the Anarchist movement. Lucy was 
devoted to defending the Anarchist cause. Nev- 
iless, the 1890's witnessed the formation 
major rift between he 

tbslract arguments that Anarchist papers 
J at the time. Most of these Anarchist 
s pivoted around the issue of free love: 
Lucy believed that marriage and the family ex¬ 
isted naturally in the human condition and criti- 
Anarchist papers for carrying articles at- 
ng these institutions. Her speeches against 
topics, which she felt were far below the 
rtance of directly working against capital¬ 
ist oppression, alienated her from other Anar- 

The IWW 

The Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) 
J in 1905. uniting Anarchists, syndical- 
d trade unionists with the new revolu 
i model it offered. For Lucy Parsons, the 
I woman to join this organization, the class 
conscious perspective of the IWW mirrored her 
political leanings. She believedarevolution could 
only cc ' ' " _ ' ' 

class movement that seized the methods ofpro- 
and that the IWW's tactics of mili 
nd direct action would enable this me 
In 1905, Lucy began editing The Lib- 
i Chicago-based IWW paper. T 
took a stand on women's issues, sup- 


Mob Rule... 

continued from page 1 

lot give any concern for our condi- 
is Republic. (Not 


by paramilitary cops for all Bu 
that what the Clinton-Gore neo-liberals been doing 
as well, while in the seat of government? Hey 
look: 100,000 new cops. 2 million prisoners, 
upwards of 1.000 killed by cops each year, mas¬ 
sive poverty and homelessness, low wages and 
high unemployment in our communities! I could 
go on and on to prove Gore-Clinton guilty of 
systematic dismantling of the welfare state by 
the Democrats, right along with the most extreme 
wing of the Republicans. 

But this election is important because we may 
be seeing a new more extreme political concen¬ 
tration of right-wing forces in the government. 
Not just if Bush is elected, but because of the 
sense of crisis that the government generally feels. 
History can be a guide here: 

In the 1876 Presidential election, Samuel J. 
Tilden and Rutherford B. Hayes were pitted 


against each other, after the scandal ridden presi¬ 
dency of iny's<rcr'S ; OCTypt"'7i'racn iraHho 
popualr vote by a small margin, but fell one vote 
shy of the electoral college majority needed. But 
Hayes was declared the President after maneu¬ 
vering by the Democratic party leaders, (don't 
forget the Democratic Party was known as the 
"white man's party" and was controlled by 
Southerners until the I960's). and bargained 
Tilden’s tactical advantage away for the practical 
gain of getting federal occupation troops out of 
the South, where they had been since the Civil 
War. When this was agreed to by the Republi¬ 
cans. and Hayes was declared the winner in the 
electoral congress, almost immediately a wave of 
racial violence by the Ku Klux Klan broke out 
where white vigilantes began murdering Black 
people with wild abandon, the old segregationist 
governments came back and began erecting "Black 
codes" restricting any democratic rights we d ob¬ 
tained in the South, and created the the most 
backward social systems in that region. 

What can we expect now? Massive police bru¬ 
tality the sort we’ve never seen? Complete strip¬ 
ping away of any civil rights or democratic rights 
for Black people by the Supreme Court and Con¬ 
gress? Even more state executions? Outright slave 


WARNING 



access to birth control. 

From 1907-1908. with huge economic 
ihes. Lucy organized against 
Stoymetif. In San Francisco, Lucy 3 
IWW took over the Unemployment C^| 
tee, pressuring the state to begin a public works 
project. The government's refusal to acknowl¬ 
edge the committee led to a march of ten thou- 
led by unemployed women. 
Later Communist Work 
5. Lucy began working with the ne 
formed Communist Party. Though she didn't 
officially join until 1939, she had an affinity 
party. After major conflicts yvi 
new directions of the Anarchist moveme 
•atching its momentum slow, Lucy felt the 
marchist movement had no future. 

During this period, Lucy mainly worked with 
the coalition for International Labor Defense, a 
Communist Party group, aiding with the 
Scottsboro Eight and Angelo Heamdon cases. 
In both cases, the establishment charged Afri- 
organizers with crimes they did 
his was Lucy's first return to the 


So You Want More 
Anarchy in Your Life? 


Get these great radical publications for your house, infoshop and store! 
They're all available from the Onward Collective. (Minimum order $2) We 
have a limited supply so the sooner you order, the better! We expect the 
distro will grow as the paper does, so keep your eyes peeled for new stuff. 


conditions for workers? An open police state? 
We can at least expect an acceleration of the worst 
excesses of the current regime. Which is why we 
cannot depend on politicians, the courts, or pas¬ 
sive tactics if we just want to preserve the few 
rights we have, and to erect an even more just 
society. We must struggle in the streets, and make 
it impossible for the capitalist state to rule over 
us at all. We must make o 
Anything else is a surrender. 



* Active Transformation: A direct action Anarchist newspaper from Michigan. 
Feb/March, April/May, July/August, and October 2000. ($1) 

* Bringing Democracy HoMr. Excellent booklet with 6 essays on issues of 
democracy, the anti-globalization movement and the actualization of so 
dal revolution... a must have! ($3) 

* Clamor: An awesome new magazine of radical voices on art, cultural criti 
asm, photography, politics, and music. October 2000 ($2) 

* Onward: The best damn newspaper you'll ever read! Great articles, superb 
layout, your life is meaningless without a copy. Summer, Fall, and Winter 
2000 . ($ 1 ) 

* We have many pamphlets on many topics. Send a couple bucks for some. 


ONWARD ★ PO BOX 2671 GAINESVILLE, FL 32602-2671 USA 


Sisters... 

continued from page 11 

And I will carry in my heart a heavy, aching 
grief at leaving these women, who have been 
my closest family, who have nursed me through 
illness, who have celebrated my joys, who 
have comforted me through the deaths of 
friends, who have taught me patience, perse¬ 
verance and courage, who have made me proud 
to be. with them, an enemy of injustice - and 
who deserve, above all. to be free. 

(This was written by Laura, a revolution¬ 
ary anti-imperialist, shortly before her release 
from prison in summer, 1999. Alicia. Carmen, 
Dylcia and Lucy were freed from prison 
months later. See page 20fora listing of women 
PP’s still incarcerated, and support their re- 


Lucy’s Death and the Struggle for 
Free Speech 

Despite failing eyesight. Lucy Parsons w; 
active in the fight against oppression until her 
death. Continuing to inspire crowds, she spoke 
at the International Harvester in February 1941, 
one of her last major appearances. Lucy died in 
a fire on March 7. 1942 at the age of 89. Her 
lover Gepjge Markstall died the next day from 
wounds received while trying to save her. To 
add to this tragedy. Lucy’s library of 1.500 books 
along with all of her personal papers were con¬ 
fiscated by the FBI. "Die struggle for fundamen- 
' freedom of speech, in which Lucy ha ‘ 


authorities still tried to silence her by 
robbing her of the work of her lifetime. 

Though she affiliated herself with many dif¬ 
ferent groups throughout her lifetime, Lucy Par- 
;' strong politics and beliefs remained dis- 
lly individual and uncompromising. She 
ichange the 

.capitalist system surrounding her. 
ith a clear focus. Lucy fought w 
the workers first, seeing issues of sex and ru^P 
as intertwined with the larger struggle. The legacy 
of her seventy years of fighting stay M 
truggles today I 


■■ft *Pacje 17* 
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COINTELPRO... 

continued from page 7 

gonna be any Black Panthers in the city of Chi¬ 
cago. You guys either join the Rangers or get out 
of the city." From that point on, things signifi¬ 
cantly worsened for the Panthers in Chicago. 

In May of 1969 Hampton was convicted on a 
year-old charge of stealing ice cream. He was 
sentenced to 2-5 years in prison and denied an 
appeal bond because he advocated armed revolu¬ 
tion. Hampton spent only a brief few months in 
prison but the climate against the Panthers and a 
stepped up Chicago Police Department campaign 
against gangs created a sense of despair and un¬ 
certainty as to what the future held. On July 31. 
1969 the CPD raided the Panther's headquarters 
smashing equipment, beating and arresting Pan¬ 
thers and ultimately 
burning the building. 

When Bobby 
Seale issued a na- 


leavily an 


tc Panthers knew another 


On the night of December 3.1969 following a 
political orientation class at the People's Church 
several panthers retreated for the night at 
Hampton's apartment on nearby Monroe Street. 
In addition to eight local area Panthers, Mark 
Clark, leader of the Peoria chapter of the BPP. 
also was spending the night. All day long. Mitchell 
- in tandom with CPD Sergeant Daniel Groth - 
plotted a pre-dawn raid on Hampton's apart¬ 
ment under the guise of searching for illegal weap¬ 
ons. With O'Neal's detailed floor plan in tow 
and a crew of fourteen highly trained officers, a 
4:30 am raid transpired. 

Mark Clark, asleep on a couch in the livings, 
room, was the first to meet his doom. Officer 
Gloves Davis kicked in the door and immedi¬ 
ately fired a pointblank shot 



Hampton's personal 
bodyguard, r' 
eled with Ha 
on out-of-town Fred Hampton In a 
speaking engage¬ 
ments. sat in on highly classified meetings and 
knew the intricate inner details of every Chicago 
Panther's life. O' Neal was pretty much left alone 
and concentrated solely on his Panther duties 
unless called upon by his FBI contact. This car¬ 
ried on for months until November. 1969. when 
a shootout between Panther Jake Winters and 
CPD left two officers and Winters dead. At that 


iS 


irety of the 

_ rid. Moments 

pool of his own blood later, after 

joined by officer Joseph Gorman, a full-scale 
barrage of bullets was unloaded through a wall 
into the bedroom where Hampton was asleep. A 
shot had already hit him in the left shoulder as a 
second sub-team busted in the rear entrance 
shooting. Sergeant Edward Carmody and an uni¬ 
dentified officer then entered Hampton's bed¬ 
room and had the following conversation: 'That's 
Fred Hampton.. .Is he Dcad?..Bring him out.. He's 
barely alive, he'll make it." At that point two 
shots were fired pointblank range into Hampton's 
head, followed by Carmody 's voice stating "He's 


good and dead now.” 

With Hampton s slain body lying in the hall¬ 
way outside of his bedroom in an ever-increasing 
pool of blood, CPD seriously wounded four other 
Panthers on the scene before dragging all out onto 
the street to be mercilessly beaten and arrested 
on bogus charges of attempted murder and aggra¬ 
vated assault towards police. Over the next few 
days the CPD, in conjunction with the local 
branch of the FBI. utilized contacts inside the 
mainstream media to play up the angle that the 
officers present at the raid had used impressive 
discipline in not killing off more of the armed and 
dangerous Panthers than they did. Doctored pho¬ 
tos of supposed Panther bullet holes fired at the 
police during the raid were made publicly avail- 
abft to the media via a recreation of the raid on a 
local CBS news affiliate on December I Ith. By 
this time. CPD had the entire affair sewn up so 
tightly that not a single member of the raiding 
officers ever faced a single day behind bars. 

In a formal letter sent to Hoover dated the 
same day as the airing of the tv re-creation, spe¬ 
cial agent Robert Piper noted and commended 
the excellent infiltration work of BPP informer 
William O' Neal. He requested a cash payment 
to O' Neal for his outstanding effort over the 
past sixteen months. Not surprisingly O' Neal 
was rewarded with the cash payment and com¬ 
mended for his duties. The aftermath of the raid 
left the Panthers in Chicago and throughout the 
state of Illinois in complete and total dissarray; 
shortly thereafter they ceased to exist. 

Over 13 years later, after the longest civil rights 
trial in the history of the country, the survivors 
of the December 4.1969 raid and the families of 
Mark Clark and Fred Hampton agreed to a $1.85 
million settlement from the federal, county and 
city governments. Flint Taylor, one of the team's 
lawyers, called the settlement an admission of 
the role of the FBI in the ongoing conspiracy to 
neutralize Hampton and the Panthers. 
★Suggested reading: Agents of Repression by 
Ward Churchill & Jim Vanderwall. TheCointelnro 
Papers by Ward Churchill. Voices of Freedom by 
Henry Hampton & Steve Fayer and Seize The 
Time bv Bobby Seale 

(Pan III will appear in issue 4 of ONWARD) 


Support COINTELPRO 
Investigation in Congress 

On Sept. 14. 2000. Congresswoman Cynthia 
hosted a Congressional Black Cau- 
(CBC) informational forum on "Human 
his in the US: The Unfinished Story of Po¬ 
litical Prisoners Victims of COINTELPRO. 

the first step leading to the long-sough 
CBC Hearing to investigate COINTELPRO's 
le death, injury or imprison- 

60s/70s era and beyond. Many of those impris- 
A remain in prison to this day. 

The Hearing will also seek ti 

COINTELPRO's effect on the .. 

activist's family, children, mates, parents, fronds 
' others victimized, many of whom remain 
sically and psychologically scarred to this 
day an din need of counseling, medical and psy- 
hological treatment, and other rehabilitative 

Congresswoman McKinney has taken a very 
aurageous first step. It is extremely important 
ist people across the country support her so 
that she. the CBC and other concerned Repre- 
complete the provess. otherwise 
it will stall. Members of the general public should 
write Congresswoman McKinney to show their 
for a COINTELPRO Hearing and for 
the CBC sponsorship of a “COINTELPRO Vic- 
Bill" that could result in compensation for 
COINTELPRO victims, including amnesty; 
:ase of all political prisoners. Send your 
of support to: The Honorable Cynt 
McKinney. US House of Representatives, 
"'ashington DC20515 

'or Sundiata Acoli [see page 20 for his 
dress]. While roe. the Onward Collective, do not 
omefromcapitalist state poli¬ 
tics and feel that this process will, inevitably, 
either be totally unsuccessful or lead to a white¬ 
washing of COINTELPRO to deny both past 
and present manifestations, we also feel that it 
has the potential to be a positive step fo 
recognition and release of political prisoners in 
' e US and therefore warrants support, -eds I 
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BDUL MAJID (A. LaBORDE) 
83A0483 / Box 2001 


ANTHONY MAUL" BOTTOM 
77A4283/ Box 618 


03587-069 / Box 3000 


OELBERT ORR AFRICA 


EO POINDEXTER *1104037 


AZIZ ABDUL MUMtT 


CARLOS ALBERTO TORRES 


CHARLES SIMS AFRICA 
AM 4975/Box 244 
Grateford. PA 19426-0244 


DEBBIE SIMS AFRICA 
006307 / 451 Fullerton Ave 
Cambridge Springs. PA 


EDWARD GOODMAN AFRICA 
Camp Hill. PA 17011-0200 


HANIF S. BEY (B. GEREAU) 
96544-131/Box 8500 ADX 


JANET HOLLOWAY AFRICA 


JANINE PHILLIPS AFRICA 


JUAN SEGARRA PALMER 


89637-132/Box 1^00 


RAYLUCLEVASSEUR 
10376-016/Box PMB 


Lompoc. CA 93436 
ROBERT SETH HAYES 
Comstock. NY 


ROBERTTHAXTON 
#12112716 
OSP 2605 Stalest. 


RUSSELL -MAROON" SHOATS 


SEKOU KAMBUI (W. TURK) 


THOMAS MANNING 


VERONZA BOWERS Jr. 
#35316-136/Box 819 
Coleman. FL 33521-0819 


WILLIAM PHILUPS AFRICA 
AM 4989/Drawer K 
Dallas. PA 18612 

WILLIAM “LEFTY" GILDAY 
P.O. Box 1218 / MCI Shirley 


MICHAEL DAVIS AFRICA 
Grateford. PA 19426-0244 


MONDO WE LANGA (D. RICE) 


AM-8335 /175 Progress Dr. 


★Anarchist Prisoners’ Legal 
Aid Network 

813 SW 3rd Ave PMB #354 
Portland OR 97204 
aplan69@hotmail.coi 


★Earth First! Journal 
PO Box 1415 
Eugene OR 97440 
earthfirst@igc.org 
www.earthfirstjournal. 

★ Earth Liberation Pris 
Support Network 
PO Box 11331 
Eugene OR 97440 


★The Jericho Movement 
PO Box 650, New York, NY 10009 
jericho98@usa.net 
www.thejerichomovement.com 



★No Compromise 
PO Box 1440 

Santa Cruz CA 95060-0917 

nocomp@waste.org 

■www.nocompromise.org 

★The Nuclear Resister fc 

-Box 43383 

son AZ 85733-3383 USA 
ieresister@igc.org 
w.nonviolence.org/nukeresister/ 
bweare.html 

★ Polit ical Prisoners of War 
Coalition 
PO Box 554 
Lincoln MA10773 USA 
cwritsher@aol.com 


This is a partial listing of political prisoners and prisoners of war cur¬ 
rently imprisoned in America. This is a list of class war prisoners com¬ 
piled by the Anarchist Black Cross Federation. Those listed come from a 
variety of backgrounds- Anarchist, communist, socialist; New Afrikans, 
Puerto Rican independistas and white anti- imperialists. In our present 
state of struggle, the best thing we can do is learn from those who have 
been fighting for the same things for a long time... and now face extreme 
repression because of it. If we fail to support our prisoners, we have al¬ 
ready lost. Please write to someone today! Following this list of prisoners 
is a list of organizations that do prisoner support for other types of politi¬ 
cal prisoners: animal and earth liberationists, anti- nuclear activists etc. 
Political prisoners need our support! 

Defend the Chattanooga 3! 

January 8-9 , 2001 International Days of Action 


The "Chattanooga 3" - black activists Lorenzo 
Kom'boa Ervin. Damon McGee and Mikail Musa 
Muhammad - are charged with violating 


& means the organization has a publication that you should get! 


^Subscribe to ONWARD ★ 


'* ONWARD is a quarterly published Anarchist newspaper. 

I Subscriptions help us fund the publication, so please subscribe! 
!□ $7-10 in the US 
!□ $10-13 outside the US 
□ Free to prisoners 

|G Sponsor a prisoner’s subscription $7-10 
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or a physical action to disrupt a lawful meeting. 
If convicted. Lorenzo. Damon and Mikail face 
up to a year in state prison. After many delays, 
they go to trial January 11, 2001. 

Lorenzo, Damon and Mikail helped organize a 
protest at City Hall on May 19. 1998. attended 
by over 150 people angry over the police killings 
of two black men. Montrail Collins on April 28. 
and Kevin McCullough on May 6.1998. Collins 
and McCullough were two of the over 40 pre¬ 
dominantly black people who have been killed 
by Chattanooga police since 1980. No police have 
ever been prosecuted for these killings. 

Following the killings. Black Autonomy 
Copwatch monitored police activities and called 
for community control of the police. 

Lorenzo Kom'boa Ervin, an organizer for 
Copwatch and a former member of the Black 
Panther Party, was promised that he could ad¬ 
dress the City Council. However, when the 
scheduled time came for Lorenzo to speak, he 
was ignored. When he took over a microphone 
and began to read a statement denouncing police 
brutality, he was seized, beaten and attested by 
police. Damon McGee, also a Copwatch orga¬ 
nizer. and Mikail Musa Muhammad (Ralph R. 
Mitchell), who defended Lorenzo against the po- 

On actions for them, Kom’boa said: "The days 
of action proposed [are] exactly what we need 
pressure authorities to stop this malicious pro 
ecution. This case is definitely about more thj 


i in a small town in Tennessee. This 
se win be used as a precedent." 
We are calling on all concerned individuals to 
;e a moment to do the following actions on 

CHATTANOOGA 3 ACTION 
— . Fax, mail & email to demand authorities drop 

charges on Lorenzo Komboa krvin. Damon 

McGee and Mikail Musa Muhammad for pro¬ 
testing police brutality at Bill Cox. District At¬ 
torney. Hamilton County District 
YM_M4I5S3S_24 Attorney General. City- 
County Courts Bldg.. 3rd Floor. 601 Markey 
St., Chattanooga. TN. 37402. Fax: 423-209-7401. 
Email:Bill_Cox@hcda.cps.kl2.tn.us 
★ Flood travel agencies with email letters urging 
them to support the tourist boycott of Chatta¬ 
nooga organized by Ervin and Maxine Cousins, 
whose father was murdered by a Chattanooga 


polict 


r _ __ For more 

information about Boycott Chattanooga!, visit 
the web site at http://maxine-j.tripod.com/ 
policemurder.html 

★ Contribute to the Chattanooga 3 Legal De¬ 
fense Fund. Please make checks or money orders 
payable to BANCO (Black Autonomy Network 
of Community Organizers, which Lorenzo and 
Damon founded in 1999). and mail them to P.O. 
Box 19962. Kalamazoo. Ml 49019. 

If you will be participating, endorsing or want 
more info, contact: 

Houston ABCF-SG 

P.O. Box 667233 

Houston, TX 77266-7233 

(713) 595-2103. exL 7585 

Toll-free: 1-877-875-2600, extension 807 

mayl9@pdq.net 


Address checks/money orders to Onward 


ONWARD PO Box 2671 Gainesville FL 32602-2671 USA 


Announcing Anarchists of 
Color Caucus 

Anarchist People of Color Caucus Forming oners and colonialism back to our communi- 
A new Anarchist People of Color Caucus is ties: and to build unity and solidarity among 
forming and welcomes involvement from all organizers, prisoners and everyday people 
interested. The Caucus, which will work as of color. Those who have never worked with 
part of the Anarchist Black Cross Federa- the ABCF are welcomed to join in the dis- 
tion (ABCF), is expected to focus on help- cussion and get more involved. For infor¬ 
ing to build a greater voice among people of mation, contact the People of Color Caucus, 
color in anarchist and revolutionary politi- c/o Houston ABC-SG, P.O.Box 667233, 
cal scenes; to relate issues of criminalization, Houston, Texas 77266-7233 or email 
incarceration, white supremacy, political pris- ernesto@houstonabc.org. 


★ Page 20*| 



















